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Biography

Harold Aubrey Hall JP (18711963) was a Western
Australian pastoral station manager and stockman.
He was born in 1871[1] to Shakespeare1

and Sarah2 Hall.
Born 20 May 1871[18][13] at his grandparents’ home in
Murray Street, Perth.<ref>[[Extract from birth cer-
tificate for Harold Aubrey Hall]]</ref><ref>[[Clipping
re Aubrey Hall’s death, The Countryman, 1963-01-
24]]</ref>

1https://hmwilson.archives.org.au/people/
william-shakespeare-hall.html

2https://hmwilson.archives.org.au/people/
sarah-theodosia-branson.html
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Given a copy of Tennyson’s works by Jay, for his 25th
birthday.[12]

In March 1898 a former Cossack postmaster, E.J. Ryan,
repaid some money that Aubrey had lent him (possibly
a year earlier, when Ryan may have been transferred
from Cossack under something of a cloud, to become a
telegraph operator at Eucla).[15]

Mayor of Cossack from 18981901.[7]

In March 1904 (aged about 32) he was the sub-agent at
Cossack for the Adelaide Steamship Company3.[6]

Married Helen Rose Lodge4 on 24 November 1910 in
Busselton.[3][4]

In 1912 their first daughter, Constance, was born in
Roebourne (in Roe’s Cottage).[2]

In April 1912 was also agent for Henry Wills and Co.
in Roebourne.[8]

In 1915 Aubrey took a job as lighthouse keeper at Jar-
men Island, the whole family moving there in part to
get away from the extreme heat of Croydon.[10] Here
they shared the accommodation with Mr Langer, a
German national who in 1916 was taken from his post
and interned.[10] After his departure, Aubrey’s brother
Ernest Hall5 joined Aubrey on Jarmen Island.
In 1919 their third daughter, Joan Leake Hall6 was
born.
His entry in The Great North-West, 1904:<ref>COS-
SACK. (1904, December 1). The Great North-
West (Perth, WA : 1904), p. 44. Retrieved
August 17, 2025, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.
news-article256756597</ref>

Mr. Aubrey Hall’s offices are also the
local abode of the Adelaide Steamship Co.,
the South British Insurance Co., and the new
Balla Balla Copper Mines Co. Ltd., for all of
which Mr. Hall acts as agent. He has resided
in Cossack for the last thirty years. He started
his present business in 1894. Besides hold-
ing the previously-named agencies, Mr. Hall
is a general shipping, Customs, and forward-
ing agent, and is port representative for many
of the stations within a hundred miles radius.
All the wool, embracing the clips from the east
of the Yule River and west of Fortescue, and
for 200 miles inland, is shipped from Cossack.
The total for the past twelve months was about
7,000 bales. That which is not carted to Roe-
bourne direct is picked up at the coastal creeks
and transhipped at Cossack Roads to the Sin-
gapore steamers. The number of sheep and
kangaroo skins forwarded by this firm during
last year was approximately 50,000. Mr. Hall

3Wikidata Q4681782: https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/
Q4681782

4https://hmwilson.archives.org.au/people/
helen-rose-lodge.html

5https://hmwilson.archives.org.au/people/
henry-ernest-hall.html

6https://hmwilson.archives.org.au/people/
joan-leake-hall.html

is also one of the proprietors of a small cattle
station7 .

Engaged to Blanche Warburton in 1907.<ref>[[Joy
Clifton to H A Hall, 18 May 1907]]</ref>
Married Helen Rose Lodge when he was
39, on 24 November 1910.<ref>{{WA
BMD|type=marriage|year=1910|district=Sussex|num-
ber=14}}</ref><ref>[[1910 Hall-Lodge wedding
announcement]]</ref>
Margaret was born in 1915, and soon afterwards Aubrey
took a job as lighthouse keeper at Jarmen Island, the
whole family moving there in part to get away from the
extreme heat of [[Croydon station]].<ref name=Con-
nie1983>[[C.B. Berryman 1983]]</ref> Here they
shared the accommodation with Mr Langer, a German
national who in 1916 was taken from his post and in-
terned.<ref name=Connie1983 /> After his departure,
Henry Ernest Hall joined Aubrey on Jarmen Island.
In about 1916 or 1917 he took a position as manager of
[[Andover Station]].<ref>[[Four photos from Andover
Station]]</ref>
1929, living at Stuart Street in Carnarvon.<ref>1929-
11-03 Edith Wilson</ref>
From the Northern Times, Carnarvon, December
1933:[9]

A BUSH TRAGEDY.
Whilst travelling in from Quobba Station

with a thousand sheep for shipment at Carnar-
von, Mr. Aubrey Hall, drover, and two natives,
Balby and one known as Teddy Edwards, were
accidentally poisoned about 24 miles from
Carnarvon. Hall had arranged for water to be
placed at certain places along the route which
is a dry one. About 9 o’clock on Sunday morn-
ing whilst travelling along in Colilie paddock
on Boolathana they came across a petrol tin
alongside the road which appeared to contain
water. Though they apparently had water in
their water bags they drank from the tin, and
watered their dogs and horses. Shortly after-
wards they all became sick, the dogs died and
also one of the horses, while later on Edwards
be came rapidly worse than the other men and
died. Messages were conveyed to Carnarvon
police from Quobba Station whence the news
had been carried by a truck driver, and from
Mr. Hall who had ridden in to Boolathana
Station, following which Constable Summers,
accompanied by Mr. George Munro of Dalgety
& Co., left for the scene about 7.30 p.m. and
brought the body of Edwards in to Carnarvon
morgue. A post mortem was held by Dr. Stew-
art, but the result is not yet known. What the
tin contained or why it was left alongside the
road is at present unknown.

Working at Woopenatty Station near Arrino from 1943
to 1955 (possibly not continuously). The electoral roll

7https://hmwilson.archives.org.au/tags/abydos.html
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lists him as a “station-hand” in 1955, and before this
as a “pastoral employee”.[19]

He was briefly removed as a Justice of the Peace in 1947
but was reinstated at his request.[17]

By the end of the 1950s he was living in a caravan at
Comer Street in Como, Perth.<ref>[[Aubrey Hall with
caravan, 4]]</ref> He was interviewed by Winifred Bis-
set of Australian Women’s Weekly in 1958, when Aubrey
was “believed to be the only living Western Australian
whose parents came out to [the Swan River Colony] in
the first year of its settlement.”[16]

He was an adept horseman, and rode well into his 80s.
He died aged 91 on 11 January 1963, in Swanbourne.[11]

<ref>{{WA BMD|type=death|year=1963|dis-
trict=Perth|number=168}}</ref>

Timeline
• 1871, May 20: Birth.
• 1895, Feb 11: His father died.
• 1895, Feb 28: [[1895-02-28 Letter to HA Hall|Letter

to Aubrey from Charles Harper]].
• 189699: Living at Cossack.<ref name="address-

list">Addresses compiled by Judith Hall from ad-
dresses on envelopes and letters. Digitized copies
to be added here when possible, or at [[hmw:Harold
Aubrey Hall]].</ref>

• c.1900: operated the 70t steam lighter SS “Croy-
don” in Cossack, for the Adelaide Steamship Com-
pany.<ref>[https://museum.wa.gov.au/maritime-
archaeology-db/sites/default/files/no._297_cos-
sack_ma_survey_2012.pdf First port in the
Northwest: A maritime archaeological sur-
vey of Cossack], 2012.</ref> Croydon went
to the north-west in 1899,<ref>[https://-
museum.wa.gov.au/maritime-archaeology-
db/wrecks/id-363 Croydon (1905) Hopetoun Har-
bour (Mary Ann haven)], Shipwreck Databases,
Western Australian Museum</ref> and left WA
in 1905.<ref>[https://www.environment.gov.au/-
shipwreck/public/wreck/wreck.do?key=7022
Australasian Underwater Cultural Heritage
Database]</ref>

• 190507: Cossack.
• 1923: Manager at [[Mount Satirist]].<ref>Roe-

bourne News (1923, July 7). Northern Times
(Carnarvon, WA : 1905 - 1952), p. 6. Re-
trieved May 25, 2025, from http://nla.gov.au/
nla.news-article75694945</ref>

• 1926: the family moved to Carnarvon.<ref
name=1971vocab>[[Foreword to 1971 Ngarluma
vocabulary]]</ref>

• 1931: at [[Wooramel Station]] as station over-
seer.<ref>WA electoral roll 1931, elector no. 415,
Gascoyne subdivision, Kalgoorlie division</ref>

• 1937: Living at Wooramel.<ref>WA electoral roll
1937, elector no. 517, Gascoyne subdivision, Kal-

goorlie division</ref> In October, found human
remains 14 miles from Carnarvon.<ref> HUMAN
BONES FOUND (1937, October 29). The West
Australian (Perth, WA : 1879 - 1954), p. 22. Re-
trieved April 23, 2025, from http://nla.gov.au/
nla.news-article41443820 </ref>

• 1940: Yilbadji, Marvel Loch.<ref>[[Aubrey Hall to
Judith, 12 April 1940]]</ref>

• 1942: Yaringa South Station.<ref>[[1942-08-25,
Bert Ross Carnarvon, to HA Hall Yaringa
South]]</ref>

• 1943-44, 1946-47: [[Woopenatty Station]], Arrino.
• 1947: Block 411, Marvel Loch.
• 1945, November: at Arrino.<ref>[[1945-11 Tele-

grams to Margaret Wilson]]</ref>
• 1948: at Woopenatty. Applied to be a weighbridge

officer with CBH.[14]

• 1949: at Woopenatty, Arrino. Pastoral
employee.<ref>{{WA electoral roll |year=1949
|num=1399 |division=Moore |subdivision=Irwin
|details=Woopenatty, Arrino, pastoral employee
}}</ref>

• 1954: 59 Outram Street, West Perth.<ref>{{WA
electoral roll |year=1954 |division=Perth |subdi-
vision=West Perth |id=33266092:1207 |num=1880
|details=59 Outram Street, pastoral employee
}}</ref>

• 1958: retired to Perth.<ref name=1971vocab />
• 1916 || Croydon Station via Roebourne [also given

as via Whim Creek]
• 1917/18 || Woodbrook, via Roebourne
• 1918 || Manager, Andover Station
• 1918 || Letter from Liverpool (UK) export gent to

Messrs Hall Bros & Co., Turner River, Pilbarra
re-addressed to Andover Station

• 1924 || Mt Satirist
• 1931 || Stuart Street, Carnarvon
• 1934 || droving from Mia Mia Station to Carnarvon
• 1938 || Manilya Station, Carnarvon
• 1938 || Walgan Outcamp, Lyndon
• 1938 || Wandagee
• 1938 || Lyndon Lower Camp, Manilya Station,

Carnarvon
• 1939 || Wolga Camp, near Williambury Station
• 1940 || Block 411, Miners Settlement, Marvel Loch

road, via Southern Cross
• 1940 || Smiths Farm, Marvel Loch
• 1941 || Wooramel Station
• 1941 || c/- H.J. Watson & Co., Roebourne
• 1941 || Passenger Koolamac/- State Shipping Ser-

vice
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• 20/8/41 || c/- Eva Hall, Burekup
• Dec.1941 || c/- T.J. Lodge, Stratham, Capel
• 1942 || Yaringa Sth Station, via Carnarvon [[Allan

Kopke]], sometimes given as via Geraldton
• 1942 || Land Tax addressed to HAH and HEH at

Marvel Loch
• 1943 || c/- Estall Esq., Wooramel Station, via Ger-

aldton
• 1943/44 || Woopenaty, Arrino
• 1946/47 || Woopenatty, Arrino [c/- Mrs McAleer]
• 1947 || Block 411, Marvel Loch
• 1948 (June) || Woopenatty, Arrino
• 1948 (Sept/Oct) || 36 Congdon Street, Swanbourne
• 1948 (Dec) || Co-op Bulk Handling, Jennacubbine
• 1948/49 || c/- Westralian Farmers, Jennacubbine
• 1949 || 36 Congdon Street, Swanbourne
• 1950 (Aug.) || Sth Yaringa Station, Hamelin Pool

P.O., via Geraldton
• 1950 || Co-op Bulk Handling, Three Springs
• 1951 || Co-op Bulk Handling, Wubin
• 1952 || Co-op Bulk Handling, Coorow
• 1952/53 || c/- Co-op Bulk Handling, Winchester,

W.A.
• 1954/55 || Woopenatty, Arrino
• 1956 || c/- F.J. Thomson, Gascoyne House, Woo-

longa via Cranbrook
• 1956 || Gascoyne House, Woolonga via Cranbrook
• 1958 (Aug.) || c/- J.G. Thomson„ Woodleigh Sta-

tion via Geraldton
• 1958 (Sept.) || Yaringa South Station
• 1959 || 36 Congdon St, Swanbourne
• 1961 || Croydon Station, Roebourne
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Hall and droving plant, Carnarvon|Droving in Carnar-
von]] Aubrey Hall riding.jpg|Aubrey riding ‘Darky’, c.
1950s. He rode until he was in his 80s. Note how they
ride “long” in the stirrups. [[Aubrey Hall riding|Info.]]
File:Aubrey Hall with caravan, 2, cropped.png |
[[Aubrey Hall with caravan, 2|With caravan, in
Como]] File:Aubrey sitting under Congdon St win-
dow (cropped 2).jpg | [[Aubrey sitting under Congdon
St window|At Congdon St]] [[File:Warehouse_and_of-
fice,_Cossack,_cropped.png|thumb|Aubrey’s offices in
Cossack.]]

External links
• H. Aubrey Collection8 at the WA Museum.
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Related items (166)

1945-02-25 H A Hall to Margaret
Identifier: 556
Type: letter
Description:

Evening in the Bush by H A Hall
Identifier: 545
Type: poem
Description:

Transcription

Evening in the bush
The sun is slowly sinking in the West
A mellow radiance fills the evening sky
When clear from yonder mountains distant crest

H A Hall short note
Identifier: 547
Type: ephemera
Description:

Letter from A.S. Roe to H.A. Hall
Identifier: 6
Type:
Date: 1895 February 15 Friday
Description:

Transcription

AUGUSTUS S. ROE, SOLICITOR & NOTARY.
A.B.C. Code 4th Ed. Moreing & Neal’s New Mining
Code.
Roebourne, Western Australia
15 Feby 1895
My dear Aubrey
A very general wish has been expressed by the public to
be allowed to perpetuate your father’s memory by some
solid and substantial memorial, either to be erected over
him where he lies, or to take such other form as your

mother & yourselves should wish. Will you please sub-
mit this to your mother & obtain her sanction as I wish
to take the matter in hand at once.
Yours affc.
Aug S Roe Esq.

Charles Harper to Aubrey Hall

Identifier: 508
Type: letter
Date: 1895 February 28 Thursday
Description: Letter from Charles Harper to Aubrey
Hall written eleven days after the death of Aubrey’s
father William Shakespeare Hall, regarding accounts of
the life of the latter.

Transcription

Guildford Feb 28, 95
Mr H. Aubrey Hall
Dear Sir
I was very pleased to get your note and the copy of the
paper containing an account of the life & sudden end of
my old friend your late father9 . I have often thought
that I should have liked to take a trip down your way
& see the old place and always thought of your father
as one whom I should have been especially glad to meet
and him again some of the old scenes of times long gone
by.
You will have seen before this reaches you that a short
sketch of your father’s career was published in the West
Australian immediately after his death. However I will
place your letter & the paper in the hands of the editor
of the “W.A.” & if he thinks that this is enough fresh
material he will no doubt publish it.
You will I can say be pleased to learn that the “old
hands” are making provision for the erection of a suit-
able memorial over the grave of him who was a friend
to all.
Yours faithfully
Charles Harper10

Aubrey Hall’s ’Works of Tennyson’

Identifier: 10
Type:
Date: 1896
Description: Owned by Tom Wilson. Inscription: “A
birthday souvenir to H. Aubrey Hall from his dearest
admirer ‘Jay’. May 20th 1896.”

9https://hmwilson.archives.org.au/people/
william-shakespeare-hall.html

10Wikidata Q5078788: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Charles_Harper_(politician)
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1897-06-17 Amy Bayley to Aubrey Hall
Identifier: 321
Type: letter
Date: 1897 June 17 Thursday
Description:

1898-03-26 E.J. Ryan to H.A. Hall
Identifier: 313
Type: ephemera
Date: 1898 March 26 Saturday
Description: Letter from E.J. Ryan to Aubrey Hall
regarding the return of money lent.

Notes

In April 1897 there was an E.J. Ryan who was postmas-
ter at Cossack, transferred to be a telegraph operator at
Eucla.[2] His name also appears as “G.J. Ryan”[1] but
that’s presumably a mistake.

Transcription

Eucla
March 26 1898
Dear Aubrey
Please find enclosed a cheque for [? eight fifteen]
shillings out of which please pay Teasdale in Roebourne
13/- for an account he sent me for a pair of shoes bought
from [? Dalgiel] & Copeland.
The balance is the seven pnds ten with interest & ex-
change on cheque.
I am very sorry that I was unable to send it before &
am very grateful for your forbearance in not pushing
me also for your kindness in lending it to me when I
had made

—– Page break —–

an ass of myself but experience teaches & I have had a
fairly bitter lesson since leaving Cossack.
I trust things in Cossack are booming & that the gold-
fields are still going on well. We hear very little down
here about your part of the world.
Mail only once a month so we have to rely on what is
wired through to the papers. Please remember me to
Ernest Liverpool & Jonny & Bobby Martin. Kindest
regards to yourself
I am
Yours Very Truly
E J Ryan
Eucla

1898-06-30 William Sharp to Aubrey Hall
Identifier: 268
Type: letter

Date: 1898 June 30 Thursday
Description: One-page letter from Rev William Sharp
to Aubrey Hall. Sharp was rector at Carnarvon, and
visiting Roebourne and Cossack.
Sharp died in 1939 aged 87.[1]

Transcription

Roebourne
June 30 1898
Dear Mr. Hall:
I have already assauged the order of services for Sun-
day. I will be here for Mattins & Holy Eucharist in the
morning. On Sunday afternoon I will come to Cossack
on the train & will give you Evensong & remain in [?]
at 7:30 P.M. Any baptisms & churchings can take place
at any time before Evensong, or any time in the [?]
of Monday, as I shall have to spend Sunday night with
you. If you have no [?] I can revise the hymns. The
hymns will probably be numbers 449 the [?] Paslms
in Glory & 27
Yours very truly,
W. Sharp, Rev.

1899-01-17 Charles Wilson to Aubrey Hall
Identifier: 323
Type: letter
Date: 1899 January 17 Tuesday
Description: A letter to Aubrey Hall in Cossack from
Charles Wilson in Sydney, returning some papers relat-
ing to the North West Australian Goldfields Company.

Transcription

“Pennyville”
Whisker St
Manly N.S. Wales.
17/1/99
Aubrey Hall Esquire
Cossack
Dear Sir,
Just a line [? redeeming] my promise to return pa-
pers relating to North West Australian Goldfields Ltd.
which are duly herewith enclosed. Please accept my
thanks for same & allow me to send the sympathy of
one who has suffered, but who is now like [?] en-
joying the delights and interests of a temperate home
when peaches are juicy cool & cheap say 3 dozen for
a tenner or even cheaper if you con-descend to pur-
chase from the itinerant [?] vendor who plys his call-
ing with ardour, entreating you to pay twopence [?]
for grapes or persuading you to exchange a threepenny
bit for four dozen apples or fourteen luscious full sized
bananas, such as the pleasures of the poor one who
suffered but who now receives good things. Trips in
steam boats along beautiful shores accompanied by the
laughing dark eyed daughters of this cooler clime do
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make one forget promises made near [? shore], but
the stirrings of a not altogether shrivelled conscience
mummur Aubrey Hall’s paper & so ‘twixt mouthfuls
of watermelon, cool as a refrigerating [?] & [?] of
the picturesque and beautiful the once-was-North West-
ern looks towards the sufferers & smiles the New Years
greetings to those who are still inclined to [? pout] o’er
Cossack sands.
Yours in cool [? parts] Charles H Wilson.

Portrait of Aubrey Hall
Identifier: 145
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1900
Description: Small sepia oval-shaped portrait of
Aubrey Hall with a moustache and wearing a bow-tie
and looking to his left.

Photocopy of H A Hall’s birth certificate
Identifier: 269
Type: document
Date: 1900 May 18 Friday
Description: Birth certificate of Aubrey Hall, issued
18 May 1900.

Transcription

Birth certificate number 13090. Date: 1871 20 May
Perth. Name: Harold Aubrey. Sec: Male. Father:
William Shakespear Hall (Boatman). Mother: Han-
nah Boyd Hall born Lazenby. Informant: G. Lazenby,
grandfather. Registered: 1871 June 19. Registrar:
James Roe.

1901-10-04 To Aubrey Hall re wool
Identifier: 278
Type: letter
Date: 1901 October 4 Friday
Description: A letter to Aubrey Hall in Cossack,
Western Australia, about the shearing on Mulyie Sta-
tion.
The author may be Ross Anderson11, who owned12 Mu-
lyie in 1900.

Transcription

Mulyie13 Oct 4 [? 1901]

Mr Aubrey Hall Cossack
Dear Sir
Chq herewith 5/- with thanks for attention to postman
team.

11https://www.cpbr.gov.au/biography/anderson-ross.html
12https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/33193238
13Wikidata Q137045300: https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/

Q137045300

Yours truly
[? Ross Anderson]

P.S.
Everything out here [? lovely] good clips etc.
We passed off about 8000 sheep also number of cattle
and horses: Have 5000 lamb marked already for this
year. Best paddock yielded 23¡ bales to the 1000, next
best 16¡; or 14 right through 6000 odd being shorn with
9 months wool. Shore 17000 & will shear 15000 next
year. Big sales for small place. Great country, out east!
[? R.A.]

Regards to the “family”.

Sydney Botanic Gardens to Aubrey Hall
Identifier: 293
Type: letter
Date: 1903 June 24 Wednesday
Description: Letter from Joseph Maiden, the Director
of the Sydney Botanic Gardens, thanking Aubrey Hall
for his promise to send eucalyptus blossoms.

Transcription

No. 1976/03
BOTANIC GARDENS,
SYDNEY, 24th June 1903
Dear Sir,
In reply to your letter of the 6th inst., promising to
send me Eucalyptus blossoms when the flowering season
comes round, I thank you for your very great kindness
in the matter.
Yours faithfully,
J.H. Maiden
Director.
H.A. Hall Esq.,
Cossack,
W. Australia.

Trade Protection Assoc of WA Gazette 1904-
04-02
Identifier: 260
Type: Gazette
Date: 1904 April 2 Saturday
Description: Edition of the Gazette of the Trade Pro-
tection Association of Western Australia, containing in-
formation about the sale of Abydos Station.

Transcription

File: Trade Protection Assoc of WA Gazette 1904-04-
02.pdf Page 2.
Document registered under the Bills of Sale Act of 1899:

• Document number: 247/04
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• Deed: 19 March 1904
• Registration: 28 March 1904
• By whom made or given: HALL, Harold Aubrey,

of Abydos Station, Turner River, Cattle Farmer
and Grazier, and HALL, Henry Ernest, of Cossack,
Grazier, trading as E. & A. Hall, Graziers, Abydos
Station.

• To whom made or given: Dalgety & Co., Limited,
of Fremantle

• Consideration: Advances not exceeding in aggre-
gate č1,500 and interest 6 per cent. per annum.

• Particulars of property: Condistional sale of Pas-
toral Lease Lands forming the Abydos Station,
North-West Division, cattle, working bullocks,
horses, gbuggy, harness, plant, improvements,
chattels and effects

• Remarks: Collaterally secured by Mortgage by
H.A. Hall over the Leasehold Lands

Ernest, Aubrey, and Hannah Hall
Identifier: 152
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1905
Description:
This was one of two photos in the same envelope. The
other was “Aubrey Hall profile 1920s”.

1905-05-13 William Moore to Aubrey Hall
Identifier: 304
Type: letter
Date: 1905 May 13 Saturday
Description: Letter from William Moore to Aubrey
Hall, regarding his deceased son Ernie Moore who owed
money to Aubrey.

Transcription

S.S. Sultan14

Mr Aubrey Hall
Cossack

—– Page break —–

Geraldton 13 May 05
Mr Aubrey Hall
Cossack
Dear Sir
Your letter under date the 19th inst to have in
[? course], I was very much [?] [?] to learn that
my late son Ernie was indebted to you, & for so large
an amount, how he became involved in debt, to me, is
somewhat of a mystery, the salary he was receiving shd
have been sufficient to support himself & family if ??

14Wikidata Q137602863: https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/
Q137602863

economy had been practiced, but I am much afraid from
what I have heard, that his Wife has been anything but
economical and was, in a great measure, the cause of
the general indebtedness; this however does not now
mend matters, but this I am sure of that any money
recd by Ernie from whatever source was not spent on
himself nor wasted in any way
Now with regard to your debt, [? I must] first thank
you [?] for your [?] kindness in helping my poor Boy
when he was in trouble this kindness I will never forget
as long as I live.
I much regret being unable to pay the a/c at present,
should however I am in a position

—– Page break —–

to do so later on, I shall feel [? in] duty bound to
pay you something at any rate. Ernie did not possess
any property in this District to my knowledge nor am
I aware that he did anywhere else
Again thanking you
I am [?]
very faithfully yours
William Moore

H Gregory to Aubrey Hall, re Empire Day
1908
Identifier: 398
Type: letter
Date: 1908 April 30 Thursday
Description: A letter from the Acting Premier to
Aubrey Hall, Mayor of Cossack, about the preparations
for Empire Day in 1908.
For Hall’s reply, see Aubrey Hall to WA Premier (Item
399, 1908 May 23 Saturday) .

Transcription

Premier’s Office,
Perth.
30th April, 1908.
No 189
Your Worship
Empire Day, 1908.
I desire to invite your co-operation in connection with
the Celebration, which it is hoped will take place an-
nually in your town, proposed to be held on the above
day.
For your information I may state that I am arranging
for Wednesday, 27th May, as the day on which these
Celebrations should take place, as it is expected that
His Excellency the Governor15 will return to the State
on the 26th prox.
The Education Department are again taking up the

15Wikidata Q1452799: https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/
Q1452799
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matter and I trust you will see your way clear to act
in a similar manner to the last occasion, when a gath-
ering of the children was one of the principal features
of the Celebrations, and the opportunity was taken to
impress upon them the interests that bind the Empire
together, the desirability of preserving it intact and of
strengthening the bonds of unity, and the duty that de-
volves upon them of endeavoring the become worthy
holders of so great a trust.
I have the honor to be,
Your Worship’s obedient Servant,
H Gregory16

Acting Premier
His Worship
The Mayor of Cossack

Aubrey Hall to WA Premier
Identifier: 399
Type: letter
Date: 1908 May 23 Saturday
Description: Letter from Aubrey Hall, Mayor of Cos-
sack, to the Acting Premier of the state, regarding the
plans for Empire Day. Empire Day was May 24, the
day after Aubrey wrote this.
The Premier’s letter is H Gregory to Aubrey Hall, re
Empire Day 1908 (Item 398, 1908 April 30 Thursday)
.

Transcription

Cossack W.A.
23 May 1908
The [? Honourable]
The Acting Premier
Perth W.A.
Sir
Empire Day. We are [? planning] with [? the
launch] on Monday week in our observances, the pro-
gramme for which includes addresses & exercises for the
children, [? suitable] to the occasion. I am whole-
heartedly with those who would lead the [? nation]
of tomorrow to a real appreciation of the Imperial her-
itage to which they have been born & [?] my small
endeavours will always be to that [? part].
Yours very truly
Aubrey Hall
[? May]

Ernest Hall, Eric Stanley, Aubrey Hall, and
Helen Lodge in Cossack, c. 1909
Identifier: 111
Type: Photograph

16Wikidata Q5722206: https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/
Q5722206

Date: c. 1909
Description: Brothers Aubrey and Ernest with their
mother Helen, and Eric Stanley, in Cossack in Western
Australia.

c.1910 Herbert Barber to Aubrey Hall
Identifier: 319
Type: letter
Date: c. 1910
Description: Letter from Herbert M Barber to
Aubrey Hall regarding some money that the latter lent
him. He mentions the Koombana, which was launched
in 1908 and sank in 1912.

Aubrey Hall portrait postcard
Identifier: 466
Type: photo
Date: c. 1910
Description: Ruskin Studio portrait of Aubrey Hall,
wearing a “nor-west” shirt.
This is a separate print to [[Aubrey Hall portrait, Cos-
sack]] (which is more damaged than this one).

Poems sent to Aubrey Hall from William By-
ron
Identifier: 209
Type: Article
Date: c. 1910
Description: Letter from Bill Byron to Aubrey Hall,
containing two poems and a short message. The po-
ems are The Man with the Hoe by Edwin Markham
(18521940) and My Madonna by Robert W. Service
(18741958). Possibly written around the time of
Aubrey’s marriage, when Aubrey was in Busselton and
presumably Bill was still in Cossack. Certainly written
after the end of 1909, as the poems were taken from
the 24 December 1909 issue of the London newspaper
T.P.’s Weekly. Written on the back of Roebourne Road
Board paper.

Helen and Aubrey’s wedding, outside St
Mary’s, Busselton
Identifier: 112
Type: Photograph
Date: 1910 November 24 Thursday
Description: People and carriages outside St Mary’s
church, Busselton, Western Australia, on the day of
Aubrey and Helen Hall’s wedding in 1910.

1910 Hall-Lodge wedding announcement
Identifier: 114
Type: Article
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Date: 1910 December 8 Thursday
Description: Newspaper clipping of the wedding an-
nouncement of Aubrey and Helen Hall, from The West
Australian, 8 December 1910.
From Family Notices17 (1910, December 8). The West
Australian (Perth, WA : 1879 - 1954), p. 1.:

HALLLODGE.On November 24, at St.
Mary’s Church, Busselton, by the Rev. H. S.
Needham, Harold Aubrey, second son of the
late Mr. Shakspeare Hall and Mrs. Hall of
Cossack, and Helen Rose, eldest daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. T.S. Lodge. Strelley, Bussel-
ton.

Aubrey and Helen Hall in Roebourne
Identifier: 172
Type: Photograph
Date: 1911
Description: Helen and Aubrey Hall in their dressing
gowns in 1911, in Roebourne, Western Australia.

1911-08-14 Henry Osborn to Aubrey Hall
Identifier: 317
Type: letter
Date: 1911 August 14 Monday
Description: Letter from MP for Roebourne Henry
Osborn (d.1937) to Aubrey Hall, regarding the ‘League’
(presumably John Forrest’s Western Australian Liberal
League?).
This item is also at https://doi.org/10.5281/
zenodo.18516817

Transcription

Parliament House.
Perth Aug 14th 1911
Dear Mr Hall
Just a line to let you know that I am still with the
living, and trust you are quite well also Mrs Hall.
I asked Mr Clark James to send you all the material for
your ‘League’ and trust he will not neglect.
I am coming back by the ‘Paroo18’ on the 23 inst and
my friend Mr A.J.W. is also a passenger.
I shall most likely get off at Onslow, and do that end
before coming to Roebourne, so that I shall then be all
my time in and about Roe.
I am writing to all the Stations by this mail, asking
them to help us and hope they will.
In haste I am your faithfully
H Osborn19

17http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article26297910
18Wikidata Q138028613: https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/

Q138028613
19Wikidata Q5726539: https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/

P.S. All claims must be in by the end of this month to
get on the roll, so see to our supporters. H.O.

1915-08-15 GSWA to Ernest Hall

Identifier: 414
Type: letter
Date: 1915 August 15 Sunday
Description:
GSWA No 71/10
LB B93/24
Perth, 6th August 1915
Mr Ernest Hall,
Cossack
Sir,
The specimen submitted by you on 14th July have been
examined in the Departmental Laboratory with the re-
sults as set forth in the certificate attached.
I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
A Gibb Maitland
Government Geologist.

—– Page break —–

Assay Certificate
Estimation of Phosphoric oxide in six Samples for Mr.
Aubrey Hall

A ewe, brought home

Identifier: 141
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1916
Description: A treble-fleece ewe that Aubrey Hall
brought in on Andover Station in 1916 or ’17, pictured
before shearing.
Aubrey ran this ewe down & we brought her home in
the buggy. Andover Stn. Roebourne 191617

1916-02-23 Rosenstamm to Aubrey Hall

Identifier: 273
Type: collection
Date: 1916 February 23 Wednesday
Description: Letter from B. Rosenstamm, a Perth
saddlery, to Aubrey Hall with an enclosed booklet en-
titled ‘Treatment and Care of the Feet’, by William M.
Scholl of London. Sent at the request of Bill Byron,
Aubrey’s friend from Roebourne, who was at Black-
boy Hill awaiting departure for Egypt (where he died
in 1919).

Q5726539
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Union Stores Ltd. to Aubrey Hall, 1916
Identifier: 378
Type: letter
Date: 1916 December 2 Saturday
Description: Letter from the Union Stores in Freman-
tle, to Aubrey Hall in Cossack, in response to his order
for various goods.

Transcription

THE UNION STORES LIMITED,
IRONMONGERS & GROCERS,
COMPLETE HOUSE FURNISHERS.
P.O. BOX 69.
Fremantle, Dec. 2nd. 1916
WESTERN AUSTRALIA.
To Mr. H. A. Hall,
Cossack.
All communications to be addressed to the Manager.
Dear Sir,
In compliance with your favour received Nov.17th. we
have this day per S. S. Bambra20 to your address and
mark, 6 packages, and enclose herewith invoice of con-
tents value č12- 16- 7, for which we are sending as in-
structed, demand draft through our bankers, on the
Union Bank at Roebourne, with Bill of Lading and Du-
plicate invoice attached, and we trust the goods will
reach you safely and give satisfaction.
We regret that several of the items required are not
procurable; Margarine can only be supplied in Bulk,
it is not yet packed in tins in this state, the smallest
tin available being a Kerosene tin. We could not find
any importer who knows Haggis or Maggis Soup, the
brand is not known, also Edwards Dessicated Soup and
English Red Currant Jam are unobtainable. Turkish
Figs are out of stock, the new seasons fruit is expected
in about a fortnight. Italian Macaroni and Vermicelli
is not now procurable, we have sent the local instead.
Yours faithfully,
FOR THE UNION STORES LTD.
F. Hollis

Ruskin Studio portrait of Aubrey Hall
Identifier: 49
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1920
Description: Aubrey Hall in a studio portrait taken
in Perth, wearing a typical north-west suit. Everyday
suits were usually khaki. This photo has a large stain
over the bottom left part of it.
Transcription:

Aubrey Hall Cossack in a typical north west
suit every day suits were usually khaki. Ruskin

20Wikidata Q139497121: https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/
Q139497121

Studio, Perth.

Aubrey Hall and his hat
Identifier: 146
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1920
Description: Aubrey Hall wearing his hat in his cus-
tomary style.

Transcription

Alec McRae & H.A. Hall both of Roebourne always
their hats like this. Both were short maybe they wanted
to appear taller
Memo
[?] photograph enlarged that you gave to Late Prince.
Taken with Mrs. Alan Kopke I think. Thought (me
Joan Hall) Mrs Salem might like one. Humphrey Ess-
ington (Sr O’Reilly’s [?]).
This is to show H. Aubrey Hall’s hat worn in the Cana-
dian Mountie style.

Aubrey Hall riding
Identifier: 171
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1920
Description: Aubrey Hall and another man riding
stock horses.

Aubrey Hall in profile, 1920s
Identifier: 159
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1920
Description: Aubrey Hall in profile in the 1920s, pos-
sibly in Cossack or Roebourne.
Given to Margaret Wilson by Dora
Rougham/Roughan/Raughan in 1969.

HA Hall and droving plant, Carnarvon
Identifier: 186
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1920
Description: Aubrey Hall with his droving plant in
Carnarvon, Western Australia.

Aubrey Hall in profile
Identifier: 103
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1920
Description: Studio photo of Aubrey Hall in about
1920.
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Aubrey Hall in Cossack, Western Australia
Identifier: 176
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1925
Description: Aubrey Hall in Cossack, Western Aus-
tralia, with the Harding River visible in the background.

Letter from Brown & Dureau Ltd to Aubrey
Hall
Identifier: 408
Type: document
Date: 1925 April 15 Wednesday
Description:

1928-06-22 Teesdale to Aubrey Hall
Identifier: 263
Type: letter
Date: 1928 June 22 Friday
Description: Letter from Fred Teesdale to Aubrey
Hall regarding the marketability of dugong leather and
oil.

Transcription

PERTH W.A.
JUN 22
4 PM<br> 1928
AUBREY. H.HALL Esq
CARNARVON.
Nor West
Air Mail

—– Page break —–

T & G Chambers PERTH.
June 22/28
DEAR AUBREY.
Yours of the L9th inst received & I do not know what
to think about the Dugong Hides I am sure. I think you
would be well advised to write the Industry of Science
& Industry Barrack St Perth.
Do not tell them where you got them from, but ask
them to let the MARKETING BOARDS STAFF loose
on the business in London.
It maybe be that there are firms that just want this
heavy hide for certain thick washers etc for machinery
& would be glad to get in touch with some one who can
supply them regularly.
I am told that there is a good supply at certain times of
the yea at your town & the oil is surely worth exploiting
as one has to p pay like hell for decent oil ehre & I think
a lot of is is shark.
If the Board get going on this & they will( or write to
me at once) also find outabout the market for oil as

well & we may get valuable information & get going
with the export trade.
The Sydney firm are just now confined to the Shark
Hide business & as the company are in process of re-
moving their plant here I do not think it is a good time
to approach them.
After you hear from Mc Cartney( Secty of the Science
Baord) write me as to what he says & tell him MR
TEESDALE advised you to write him on this matter &
that I felt sure he would do everything to help you in
ascertaining what markets existed for this article.
I hope you have had good rains & that the CAMELS are
not straying on the east side of the commonage again,
surely you must have a bad time with so many energetic
BUMBLES on your tail.
With Kind Regards & assuring you I have had your
case in mind right my Shark negotiations & that if if
the company is floated you will a least have my heavt
weight for a suitable position in the venture
Am Faithfully Yours
Fred Teesdale

Letter from Balla Balla to Aubrey Hall at
Cossack
Identifier: 298
Type: ephemera
Date: c. 1930
Description: Letter from someone at Balla Balla sta-
tion to Aubrey Hall in Cossack.

Notes

Aubrey was the agent in Cossack for the Balla Balla
Copper Mines Company Ltd.[1]

This letter was imaged along with item 29721 , al-
though there doesn’t appear to be any connection be-
tween them other than proximity in the original storage
box.

Transcription

Balla Balla
H Aubrey Hall Esq
Cossack
Dear Aubrey
Many thanks for trying to get me that job the other day.
If [?] and get me the job if you can as I am about full
up of this part of the country Johnnie [? Flinders]
last night said that he was going to Broome to [?] [?]
in a week or two I never said anything or let him know
that I knew anything about the job but I think I know a
little more about [?] than he does. I maybe possibley
be down in Cossack in a week or two as I am settling

—– Page break —–

21https://hmwilson.archives.org.au/items/297.html
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up things here and then I shall swell the ranks of the
unemployed. Please remember me to the old [?].
Believe me
yours truly
Thomas [? J Dumbbell]

Aubrey Hall and droving plant, Carnarvon
Identifier: 94
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1930
Description: Photo of Aubrey Hall with a droving
plant, in Carnarvon, Western Australia.

A water tank on the Carnarvon-Perth road
Identifier: 201
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1930
Description: Aubrey Hall and Aubrey Lamond at a
water tank on the Carnarvon-Perth road.
Similar or duplicate to: Aubrey Lamond and Aubrey
Hall, Carnarvon (Item 191, c. 1930)

Aubrey Lamond and Aubrey Hall, Carnar-
von
Identifier: 191
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1930
Description: Aubrey Lamond and Aubrey Hall stand-
ing by a car and watertank near Carnarvon in Western
Australia.
Similar or duplicate to: A water tank on the Carnarvon-
Perth road (Item 201, c. 1930)

Carnarvon Commonage lease letter
Identifier: 283
Type: ephemera
Date: 1931 April 11 Saturday
Description: Letter from the Carnarvon Municipal
Council’s Town Clerk to Aubrey Hall regarding his ap-
plication to extend his lease of the Carnarvon Comman-
age for another two years.

Letter from someone at Yaringa to Aubrey
Hall
Identifier: 297
Type: ephemera
Date: 1934 April 28 Saturday
Description: Letter from an illegible name at Yaringa
Station, to Aubrey Hall who was presumably at Carnar-
von.

The first image has a different letter22 on top, because
they were filed together originally. There doesn’t ap-
pear to be any connection.

Transcription

“Yaringa”
28/4/35
Dear Mr Hall,
Just a short note in a hurry. As you will note by the
address, am at ‘Yaringa’ as [? Norman] is off to Perth.
Allan will be back next week-end.
Did you, perchance, over-carry that parcel of
[? A.C.R’s] which I gave you, he is going [? up] on
the mail & wants those things, so if you have them could
you formward them per ‘Mail’
Yours faithfully
[?]

—– Page break —–

Lancelot Shaw to Aubrey Hall
Identifier: 292
Type: letter
Date: 1934 April 30 Monday
Description: Letter from Lancelot Shaw of Milylia (or
Mililya) Station, to Aubrey Hall.

Transcription

To: HAH
28/4/1934
From: Lancelot Shaw
No enclosure

—– Page break —–

Milylia Stn
30th April 1934
Dear Mr Hall
Mr [?] Thomson has asked me to forward to you en-
closed [? telegram] and 1/3 in cash, the 3d is the
money you advanced him to play for telephone call.
I desire to thank you for all the assistance you gave me
during the trying time I had with [? sheep] at [?],
they arrived back on Station a lot tamer than when
they departed.
King regards from Mrs Shaw & self,
Yours truly
Lancelot Shaw

Burkett & Gostelow to Aubrey Hall
Identifier: 296
Type: letter
Date: c. 1935

22https://hmwilson.archives.org.au/items/298.html
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Description: Letter from someone at the Burkett and
Gostelow accountancy firm, to Aubrey Hall, regarding
Alec (presumably Alec McRae) wanting to go to Perth.

Transcription

BURKETT & GOSTELOW.
Chartered accountants (Aust.)
C.A.P. GOSTELOW, FCA (Aust.)
Marine Chambers, Carnarvon.
Dear Mr Hall,
I received your message [? yesterday] & by strange
coincidence a letter came from Alec this morning asking
me whether I could let him know of anyone who wanted
to go down to Perth.
He intends coming up from [? Garaloo] on Sunday
morning & would like to leave for Perth (in my car) on
Sunday eve.
I am sure he would like you to accompany him.
Sincerely yours
[?]

G Alderson to Aubrey Hall re William Bate-
man
Identifier: 301
Type: letter
Date: 1935 November 14 Thursday
Description:

Transcription

To: HAH
14/11/35
From:
G. Alderson
re Wm Bateman

—– Page break —–

Aubrey Hall Esq
P.O. Box 18.
Carnarvon

—– Page break —–

Daisy Creek
14 Nov. 1935
Dear Hall
Apparently William Mateman is not on this station.
He was last heard of as on Glenburgh but I cannot say
where he is now,
Cheers
Yours
[? G W] Alderson

Letter from Aubrey Hall to Helen, 1935-12-
24
Identifier: 225

Type: Manuscript
Date: 1935 December 24 Tuesday
Description: A letter written by Aubrey Hall to his
wife Helen, on Christmas Eve 1935.

Letter from Aubrey Hall to Margaret Hall
Identifier: 167
Type: Manuscript
Date: 1935 December 25 Wednesday
Description:

Transcription

Miss Margaret Hall
c/o T.S. Lodge Esq
130 Broome Street
Cottesloe.
Postmark: CARNARVON W.A. 27 DE 35

Yaringa South
Christmas Day /35
My dear Margaret,
Festivities in full swing here. I came in yesterday
evening, had been out for ten days.
Seventeen here for dinner, Yaringas, Woodleighs, and
Hamelin Pools, also [?Johns], Val and their mother.
Hope you are having a decent time, probably hotter in
Perth than in Carnarvon.
Very hot here in the back paddocks, cannot shift sheep
in the afternoon [?] when they keep getting under the
shade.
Don’t rush about too much, change and rest is what
you need, not rush and excitement. Hope you will see
Aunt Joy, Lou, Edith and Mrs Gillam.
Have you seen or heard of Norman Watson or seen any-
thing of Hedly?
I do hope and pray Gag is home and making good

recover from this last carbuncle & that the prompt
medical and surgical treatment in this case will end
the scurge. Mother sent me a parcel of [?head Bays]
and I wired her for, per Mrs Lammond & I was hoping
for news of Gag, but she did not write, so I only know
up to when Gag had just gone to the hospital with Mr
Scott.
I shall be glad if there is no [?worry] for a while after
I finish here, have now had thirteen weeks continuous
shearing [?]. Had two smacks in my left eye from scrub,
my [?horses] just about turn off me in the scrub & my
horse came down with [?] [?]. It is [?] that [?Carna-
magh], [?], [?], in all 15 [?flatinis] are putting up č500
each, trying. [?] [?] opening [?] transport it will be a
hard thing for your [?father].
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With love and fond wishes and hoping for your safe
return. Your affectionate
Dad

Letter from Aubrey Hall to Margaret in
Prospect

Identifier: 168
Type: Manuscript
Date: 1937 August 6 Friday
Description: A letter from Aubrey Hall to his daugh-
ter Margaret in Adelaide.

Letter to Aubrey Hall from Davis Gelatine
Ltd.

Identifier: 284
Type: letter
Date: 1938 June 30 Thursday
Description: Letter to Aubrey Hall from Davis Gela-
tine (Australia) in reply to his letter “regarding Beche-
de-mer (Trepang) as a source of supply for the manu-
facture of Gelatine.”
ber.ip P.0.,
H. A. Hall, Esq., CARNARVON
W. AUST.
Dear Sir, /
We thank you for your letter of i4th June regarding
Beche-de-mer (Trepang) as a source of supply for the
manufacture of Gelatine. This material is not used by
us in any of our processes, and in the circunstances we
regret that we are unable to take advantage of your
offer.
We might add, for your information, that Similar pro-
posals have been made to us from time to time, but in
view of the foregoing remarks nothing could be done in
the matter.
It is interesting to read that you have found our Neats-
foot Oil very satisfactory. This Oil finds a ready market
in Australia as it is a straight out Oil and is not blended
in any way. Should you have any difficulty at any time
in securing supplies, please communicate with our West
Australian representative -
Mr. Jack Dyson, Bedford Place, Perth ř Thanking you
for having written to us. We remain,
Yours faithfully,
DAVIS GELATINE (AUSTRALIA) pty. LTD.
Ff, 4 Ve dose {4
Ae ć A A CES ccc CEN]
y, _ _& ~Secretary.

Eric Cumming (of the Carnarvon Club) to
Aubrey Hall
Identifier: 295
Type: letter
Date: 1938 July 26 Tuesday
Description: Letter from the Carnarvon Club to
Aubrey Hall: receipt of cheque; Phillips to send out
the ‘giant killer’ by first truck; town quiet, no rain; and
“you will be something of a stranger when you do visit
the city again.”

Transcription

The Carnarvon Club (Incorporated)
Frances Street,
Carnarvon, W.A.
July 26th. 1938
Dear Aubrey,
Your letter of 20th. inst. only came to hand this -
Tuesday - morning, together with cheque for č3/6/6.
Have instructed Phillips to send out the ‘giant killer’ by
first truck and trust it arrives intact.
Town very quiet naturally, have had rain for six days
with a total of about 65 points, one decent rain now
would do some good on the Common which looks dread-
ful - practically all stock dead.
Trust you are keeping fit, you will be something of a
stranger when you do visit the city again.
Kind regards from all.
Sincerely, Eric Cumming

K-H News-Letter No 157
Identifier: 294
Type: periodical
Date: 1939 July 14 Friday
Description: The 14 July 1939 edition of the K-
H News-Letter (a.k.a. London Newsletter), sent to
Aubrey Hall in Carnarvon.

Aubrey Hall with lambs
Identifier: 153
Type: Photograph
Date: 1939 September
Description: Aubrey Hall with two lambs, possibly at
Wooramel Station, Western Australia.

Roebourne to Aubrey Hall 10A Outram, air
mail
Identifier: 369
Type: ephemera
Date: c. 1940
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Description:

Envelopes addressed to H. Aubrey Hall
Identifier: 248
Type: Collection
Date: c. 1940
Description: A collection of envelopes of letters sent
to H. Aubrey Hall in the 1940s and ’50s. The letters
were removed (by Judith Hall) and some may be rep-
resented elsewhere on this site. Note that the dates
recorded for each are generally the postmark dates, so
may not be the actual dates on which the letters were
written.
Sub-items: 244 (p.17), 245 (p.17), 247 (p.18), 250
(p.18), 249 (p.18), 243 (p.18), 251 (p.19), 254 (p.19),
242 (p.23), 465 (p.24), 415 (p.28), 241 (p.29). See also
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:
Envelopes_addressed_to_H._Aubrey_Hall

To Aubrey Hall 8A Outram, air mail
Identifier: 368
Type: ephemera
Date: c. 1940
Description: Envelope addressed to Aubrey Hall at
8A Outram Street.

To Aubrey Hall, 8 Outram, air mail
Identifier: 370
Type: ephemera
Date: c. 1940
Description:

1940 Carnarvon Club to Aubrey Hall at
Marvel Loch
Identifier: 364
Type: ephemera
Date: 1940
Description:

National Mutual to Aubrey Hall at Marvel
Loch
Identifier: 357
Type: ephemera
Date: c. 1940
Description:

c.1940 To H A Hall, block 411, Marvel Loch
Identifier: 245
Type: Letter
Date: c. 1940

Description: Envelope addressed to Aubrey Hall.

Aerial to Aubrey Hall 8A Outram St
Identifier: 362
Type: ephemera
Date: c. 1940
Description:

To Aubrey Hall 8A Outram St please for-
ward
Identifier: 372
Type: ephemera
Date: c. 1940
Description:

c.1940 Fremantle to H A Hall, block 411,
Miners Settlement, Marvel Loch Road
Identifier: 244
Type: Letter
Date: c. 1940
Description: Envelope dated c.1940, from PO Box
186 Fremantle to H A Hall, block 411, Miners Settle-
ment, Marvel Loch Road.

Southern Cross to Aubrey Hall 8A Outram
St
Identifier: 373
Type: ephemera
Date: c. 1940
Description:

Wilson & Johns to Aubrey Hall re plants
Identifier: 299
Type: ephemera
Date: 1940 February 19 Monday
Description: Letter from Wilson & Johns nurserymen
in Perth, to Aubrey Hall in Marvel Loch.

Wilson & Johns to Aubrey Hall, 1940
Identifier: 302
Type: letter
Date: 1940 March 14 Thursday
Description: Letter from Wilson & Johns nurserymen
to Aubrey Hall regarding growing vines fig trees and
citrus, and the lack of availability of Buffel or Birwood
grasses in the south of the state.

1940-06-13 GPO to Helen Hall
Identifier: 277
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Type: letter
Date: 1940 June 13 Thursday
Description: Letter from the Perth GPO to Helen
Hall in reply to her complaint about a delayed delivery
to Aubrey Hall at Marvel Loch.

1940-09-26 to H A Hall Block 411 Marvel
Loch

Identifier: 569
Type: ephemera
Date: c. 1940
Description: Envelope sent to Aubrey Hall at Marvel
Loch.

1940-10-05 Alf Neave to H A Hall in Marvel
Loch

Identifier: 563
Type: letter
Date: 1940 October 5 Saturday
Description:

Transcription

[? Perilya]
Oct. 5 / 40
Dear Aubrey,
Yours to hand. I wrote R Simpson & wired him asking
if he would let his grazing he replied to day by letter
saying No he was trying to sell the place. I guess we
had better get over to our own country and I will send
Ned out to shift you, he knows the way across. He can
take the truck out with a rack & the H.C. boy to [?]
the [?]. Will sew some chalf-bags together to make a
yard. Yrs Alf Neave
Hope to buy some more [?] only tis long way to drive
them out

1940-10-09 To H A Hall, Miners’ Settlement,
Southern Cross

Identifier: 568
Type: ephemera
Date: 1940 October 9 Wednesday
Description:

1940-10-17 To Aubrey Hall at Marvel Loch

Identifier: 365
Type: ephemera
Date: 1940 October 17 Thursday
Description:

1940-10-18 Hubert Parker to H A Hall re
codicil
Identifier: 570
Type: ephemera
Date: 1940 October 18 Friday
Description:

1940-10-18 To H A Hall, Marvel Loch via
Southern Cross
Identifier: 247
Type: Envelope
Date: 1940 October 18 Friday
Description: Envelope addressed to Aubrey Hall.

1940-10-19 To H A Hall, Block 411, Marvel
Loch
Identifier: 250
Type: Letter
Date: 1940 October 19 Saturday
Description: Envelope addressed to Aubrey Hall.

1940?-10-24 to HA Hall, Block 411, Marvel
Loch
Identifier: 249
Type: letter
Date: c. 1940
Description: Envelope addressed to Aubrey Hall.

1940-10-25 To H A Hall, Block 411, Marvel
Loch
Identifier: 564
Type: ephemera
Date: 1940 October 25 Friday
Description:

1940-10-28 OHMS to H A Hall, Marvel Loch
Identifier: 565
Type: ephemera
Date: 1940 October 28 Monday
Description:

1940-10-30 to H A Hall, Southern Cross
Identifier: 243
Type: Letter
Date: 1940 October 30 Wednesday
Description: Envelope addressed to Aubrey Hall.
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1940-11-03 to HA Hall, Block 411, Marvel
Loch

Identifier: 251
Type: Letter
Date: 1940 November 5 Tuesday
Description: Envelope addressed to Aubrey Hall.

1940-11-26 To Aubrey Hall at Marvel Loch

Identifier: 363
Type: ephemera
Date: 1940 November 26 Tuesday
Description: Envelope addressed to Aubrey Hall at
“Block D11, Marvel Loch”

1940-12-03 to HA Hall, Block 411, Marvel
Loch

Identifier: 254
Type: letter
Date: 1940 December 3 Tuesday
Description: An envelope addressed to Aubrey Hall
at Marvel Loch.

Joan Martin to Aubrey Hall re turkey

Identifier: 324
Type: letter
Date: c. 1940
Description:

1940-12-19 Carnarvon Club to Aubrey Hall

Identifier: 366
Type: ephemera
Date: 1940 December 19 Thursday
Description:

1940-12-21 G A Whiteaway to Aubrey Hall

Identifier: 291
Type: ephemera
Date: 1940 December 21 Saturday
Description: Comedic piece presumably sent to an
eastern states’ newspaper by G A Whiteaway, from
where it was returned rejected, and he sent it on to
Aubrey Hall at Marvel Loch. The same piece does ap-
pear in the Cairns Post of 20 February 1941.
ADAPTATION. (1941, February 20). The Cairns
Post (Qld. : 1909 - 1965), p. 8. Retrieved
December 22, 2025, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.
news-article42272533

Transcription

“Smoke-OH!”
Military
“Commands for troops in action and in drill, may still
be used with telling effect in civil life at the end of the
war.”
News item.
As for instance
Traffic cop, to line of motorists: In place Halt!
Busy business man, to waiter: Double time march.
Young woman, to her returning soldier-fiance:
Present Arms!
Shopper to saleswoman: Charge!
Swimming instructor, to his pupils: Fall in!
First mother, to daughter who has applied rouge: As
you were!
Hotel clerk, to bellhop: Front!
Modiste, to customer in hobble skin: Half-step
March!
Tailor, to customer he is fitting: About Face!
Discerning mother, to her little son, after his bath: In-
spection Arms!
Economical land lord, to his prodigal furnace-stoker:
Cease Firing!
G.A.W.
G. Whiteaway
147 Belmore Rd, Sth. Hurstville, N.S.W.

—– Page break —–

Regret unsuitable.
Sub Ed.

1941-01-03 Roebourne to Aubrey Hall 8A
Outram, air mail
Identifier: 371
Type: ephemera
Date: 1941 January
Description:

C1941 to Aubrey Hall at Wooramel, redi-
rected to Outram St
Identifier: 361
Type: ephemera
Date: c. 1941
Description:

Carnarvon Club to Aubrey Hall
Identifier: 288
Type: letter
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Date: 1941 May 31 Saturday
Description: Letter from Eric Cumming of the
Carnarvon Club, to Aubrey Hall, regarding the latter’s
overdue membership fees.

1941-12-21 Alan C.N. Butcher to Aubrey
Hall
Identifier: 356
Type: ephemera
Date: 1941 December 21 Sunday
Description:

Transcription

Air Mail Letter Card
If anything is enclosed this card will be sent by ordinary
mail
Mr. H.A. Hall
c/o 8 Outram Street
West Perth
West Australia.
Greetings from the AIF Middle East Xmas New Year
1941-42
When foldeed the letter card must conform in size and
shape with the blue border, within which the address
only may be written

—– Page break —–

WX. 10979
Butcher A.C.N.
19th AITB “C” Coy
M.E.F.
AIF ABROAD
Palestine 21 Dec
My Dear Friend,
It is quite a long time since I heard from you, many
months ago I wrote you at Roebourne & received no
answer & later met Les [? Selinger] who gave me your
new address which I mislaid somehow so am sending
this care of the old home. Ray is in England & I’m
here in Palestine somewhere came

—– Page break —–

over on one of the big boats from Fremantle about a
month ago, the [? farming] & routine is very like we
had at home only we live in tents instead of huts. The
country is not unlike the Kimberley, the soil is amazing,
they sow three crops per year, using the time aged single
furrow wood plow & camel, daylight till dark every day
except Sunday. I would like a few thousand acres of it
after this job is finished. The weather is just like the
Gascoyne winter, that biting cold wind that goes

—– Page break —–

right thro’ you like a knife. In camp here no one would
know a war was in existance, the same carefree Aussie
style, good enough sort of thing, applies everywhere.
Lately an interest has been created by the Jap mean-

dering around Malaya & getting close to Rome! Good
thing the Yank had shifted his body & decided to hop
into it & give us a hand. The food is fair & supplies for
canteen are reasonable. Pictures every night & leave
once a week in rotation. Quite enjoying myself. Best
wishes for the New Year & wife & lets hear from you.
[?] Butcher.

1942-02-17 OHMS to Aubrey Hall, Outram
Street
Identifier: 358
Type: ephemera
Date: 1942 February 17 Tuesday
Description:

1943-01-22 Lyall to Aubrey Hall
Identifier: 325
Type: letter
Date: 1943 January 22 Friday
Description:

1943-02-05 BTIC to H A Hall, fire policy not
renewed
Identifier: 531
Type: letter
Date: 1943 February 5 Friday
Description: Letter to Aubrey Hall re his non-renewal
of a fire insurance policy.

Transcription

H.A. Hall, Esq.,
(((((((8A Outram St.,
(((((((WEST PERTH
Aubrey Hall Esq.
c/- Wooramel Stn.
Via Geraldton.

—– Page break —–

BANKERS & TRADERS INSURANCE COMPANY
LTD.
(INCORPORATED IN NEW SOUTH WALES)
Fire. Marine. Accident.
ST. GEORGES HOUSE
115 ST. GEORGES TERRACE
PERTH
TELEPHONE: B2284
ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED TO
THE MANAGER? GRO. Box No. 393
5th February, 1943.
H.A.Hall, Esq.,
8A Outram St.,
WEST PERTH.
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Dear Sir,
FIRE POLICY No.2/13851 - DUE 11th DECEMBER,
1942.
We are in receipt of your favour in the above regard, and
note that for the reason stated, renewal of the above
policy will not be required.
Our records have been noted accordingly.
Yours faithfully,
R.J. Earl,
Manager for Western Australia per

1943 April, to Aubrey Hall, opened by cen-
sor
Identifier: 367
Type: ephemera
Date: 1943 April
Description:

1943-12-14 Tarmoola Station to Aubrey Hall
Identifier: 276
Type: letter
Date: 1943 December 14 Tuesday
Description: Letter from R McBride at Tarmoola Sta-
tion, replying to Aubrey Hall’s enquiry about employ-
ment.
First sent to him at Yarunga (i.e. Yaringa) South Sta-
tion, then redirected to 8A Outram Street, West Perth.

Aubrey Hall’s 1944 diary
Identifier: 259
Type: Manuscript
Date: 1944
Description: Pages from a handwritten notebook or
diary by Aubrey Hall, written in pencil. Starts on 19
August 1944.

Agriculture Dept re chickens
Identifier: 265
Type: letter
Date: 1944 July 7 Friday
Description:
George Duncan Shaw23 died in Nedlands in 1984.

Transcription

PERTH
10 JLY
1944
PERTH
19JUL44

23https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Shaw-35726

Mr. J.C. Hall,
C/- S.G. Rock,
PITHARA.
Try H.A. Hall
Woopenatty
Arrino.
Government of Western Australia
Department of Agriculture
45 Perth, 7th July, 1944
Mr. J.C.Hall,
C/- S.G.Rock,
PITHARA.
Dear Sir,
The two articles on chickens and fowl runs are sent.
Yours faithfully,
G D Shaw
POULTRY ADVISER.

1944-11-01 H A Hall to Margaret

Identifier: 557
Type: letter
Date: 1944 November 1 Wednesday
Description:

Christmas card from Alan Butcher to H A
Hall

Identifier: 258
Type: letter
Date: c. 1945
Description: A Christmas card from Alan C. M.
Butcher of 62 Maritana Street, Kalgoorlie, to H Aubrey
Hall (presumably; based on it’s proximity to other pa-
pers of his). It is not dated, but likely 1940s. The image
is signed ‘McClean’, and the card stamped ‘Windsor’.
62 Maritana Street appears to have been a strip of shops
including the Windonya Consols Goldmining Company
REGISTERED COMPANIES (1906, October 27). The
Daily News (Perth, WA : 1882 - 1955), p. 12. Re-
trieved September 14, 2025, from http://nla.gov.au/
nla.news-article82426390</ref>,

• the Retailers’ Protection Association<ref>Two
Broken Windows (1946, March 16). Kalgoorlie
Miner (WA : 1895 - 1954), p. 1. Retrieved
September 14, 2025, from http://nla.gov.au/
nla.news-article95582739</ref>,

• and the Spiritual Science Church.<ref>SPIR-
ITUAL SCIENCE CHURCH, 62 MARITANA
STREET (1949, December 24). Kalgoorlie
Miner (WA : 1895 - 1954), p. 2. Retrieved
September 14, 2025, from http://nla.gov.au/
nla.news-article95645061</ref>
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Label from pair of stockmen’s trousers
Identifier: 267
Type: ephemera
Date: c. 1945
Description: Cardboard label from a pair of ‘Ezifit’
trousers.

1945-08-15 H A Hall to family
Identifier: 558
Type: letter
Date: 1945 August 15 Wednesday
Description:

Transcription

15.8.45
To the whole family my love and heartfelt congratula-
tions, new through this morning of unconditional sur-
render of the Japanese. I went straight to my room and
gave thanks to God upon my knees.
No more slaughter and sorrow from this War at last.
In haste,
H.A.H.

1945-11 Telegrams re Murray’s return
Identifier: 233
Type:
Date: 1945 November
Description: Six telegrams written to Margaret Wil-
son from her husband Murray on his return to Australia
from Japan in 1945, and a couple from other people as
well.

1945-12-18 L Prince to Aubrey Hall
Identifier: 381
Type: letter
Date: 1945 December 18 Tuesday
Description: A letter from L. Prince of Goomalling to
Aubrey Hall who was working at Woopenatty Station
near Arrino.
See also: 1946-02-04 L Prince to Aubrey Hall (Item
382, 1946 February 4 Monday)

Transcription

Please forward.
GOOMALLING
130P18DEC45
WA
MR. H. AUBREY HALL. J.P.
WOOPENATTY.“
ARRINO. M.R.

—– Page break —–

GOOMALLING.
18th. December, 1945.
My Dear Aubrey,
Your letters tell of the altered arrangements of your
people.
I note that you hope to be in Perth a day or so before
Xmas. You will, naturally, spend as much of your time
as possible with them, but, I trust you will be able to
give us a little of your company. I am expecting the
Sister to be able to come here on Friday of this week,
and I am also hoping that she will be able to spend a
week, or even more, here. I am sure the change will be
of benefit to her. If, therefore, you find you can tear
yourself away from Perth for a change, I sincerely hope
you will come up here for as long as you are able. I am
sure the change will go you no harm, on the contrary
you will be able to give us the benefit of your good
company.
I trust this letter will reach you before you leave for
Perth. In any case I send you the best of good wishes for
the Festive Season. I wonder if you remember that the
Xmas of 1898 was spent with your good people, together
with the late Inspector Drewry of tender memory.
This is all I have time for now or I will miss the mail.
Ever sincerely yours
L Prince

Telegram to Aubrey Hall re Archdeacon’s
health

Identifier: 279
Type: telegram
Date: 1946 January 10 Thursday
Description: Telegram from Margaret Wilson to
her father Aubrey Hall, regarding (presumably) Henry
Wood Simpson who was Archdeacon at Roebourne un-
til his death in 1946.

Transcription

Office of Origin: Hay St West Perth
No of Words: 25
Time of lodgement: 1 PM
Aubrey Hall
Woopenatty
Arrino
Already inquired and written you regarding archdeacon
his condition statisfactory is comfortable and having
visitors hospital advises anxiety unncessary
Love
Margaret
2.20
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1946-02-04 L Prince to Aubrey Hall
Identifier: 382
Type: letter
Date: 1946 February 4 Monday
Description: A letter from L. Prince of Goomalling to
Aubrey Hall who was working at Woopenatty Station
near Arrino.
See also: 1945-12-18 L Prince to Aubrey Hall (Item
381, 1945 December 18 Tuesday)

Transcription

GOOMALLING
1146A11FEB46
WA
MR. H. AUBREY HALL.
“WOOPENATTY.”
ARRINO. M.R.

—– Page break —–

GOOMALLING.
4/2/46.
My Dear Aubrey,
Sister went home a week or so ago; was able to get a
car ride from here with Dr Carlin, and apparently had
a splendid trip. I ran sown for a couple of days last
week, returning on Friday. When down there we talked
of you several times, and Sister said:- “I hope you did
not forget “to pay Aubrey for the trip.” I, of course
said I had not done so, and she was so upset that I was
quite unable to understand at first, but when she said
that she has promised you that this would be done, and
had mentioned the matter to me I began to understand.
Now the fault is entirely mine, I am sur sure she must
have mentioned the matter to me, as her word is alwayd
correct, but it quite escaped my memory. I am deeply
sorry forthis, and and now make amends therefor by
enclosing a couple of P.N. I am sure you will forgive me.
I have written to tell Sister that I am doing the right
thing. I do not want to be prying into your business
Aub:, but if ever you are pished for a few Notes do not
hesitate to let me know, I am glad to be able to report
that the visit to Goomalling did the Sister quite a lot
of goo good. Indeed she is a far better woman in health
now than she has ever been since I have known her. I
may just be able to get the outgoing mail if I hurry, so
will close, I will sand you some reading matter soon.
Kindest regards
Yours sincerely
L Prince

R.A. Hotel Cottesloe to Aubrey Hall
Identifier: 320
Type: letter
Date: 1946 February 21 Thursday
Description:

Transcription

Hotel Cottesloe
Cottesloe
21/2/46
Mr A Hall.
Arrino
Dear Aubrey
I received your letter on Monday and was glad to hear
that things are going along O.K. at Woopenatty.
I am sending up a cook by Saturdays train. His name
is Harry Whitehead. I think I left a new mattress in
the room if I did not ask Mr Smith to get one out of
the spare room.
I sent 1 pair of trousers to George they were the only
kind they had, if he wants another pair like them let
me know and I will send another pair.
I shall be back on Friday week.
Your sincerely
R.A. Weill

1947-02-12 Marjorie to Aubrey Hall
Identifier: 272
Type: letter
Date: 1947 February 12 Wednesday
Description: Letter from Marjorie, who was staying
with Edith Wilson while ill, to Aubrey Hall at Arrino.

Transcription

To HAH 12/2/1947
From Marjorie (? Maime)
During illness staying at Edith’s
Mr Hall
Woopenatty
Arrino
WA
98 Herbert Rd
Shenton Park
12.2.47
Dear Mr Hall
Thank you very very much for the chocolates, which
Judith bought to me it was very sweet of you to send
them to me.
The family bring Alan down every week-end and he is
a darling baby. Last Sunday they took some snaps I
hope they will turn out well.
With kind regards
Marjorie

1947-03-27, HA Hall, to 59 Outram St
Identifier: 242
Type: Letter

23



Date: 1947 March 27 Thursday
Description: An envelope addressed to Harold
Aubrey Hall.

Letter, Aubrey Hall to Margaret Hall, 1947-
07-31
Identifier: 226
Type: Manuscript
Date: 1947 July 31 Thursday
Description: A letter from Aubrey Hall to his
daughter Margaret, regarding his grandfather George
Lazenby.
SLWA b1907787

1947-09-05 H A Hall to Judith
Identifier: 541
Type: letter
Date: 1947 September 5 Friday
Description:

Transcription

Woopenatty
Arrino
5.9.47
My darling Judith
Herewith the wild flowers, please give Penny and Mrs
Kitty Bussell a few if they care to have them. They
were picked very green and will I think open if you put
them in the sun for a while.
If they shed their petals, suggest you “scrap” them at
once, so as not to make work for Mother in cleaning up.
Am sending you also the scrapings of the change
saucepan for icecreams for you and Alan when the
weather gets warmer.
Po tree.
If you’re hopping to your shopping
Do it on your toes
If your prancing or you’re dancing
Do it on your toes
But never never never
Do it on your Nose!
Because it is a very nice one and should
Be taken great care of.
Much love
Fafa.

1947-09-08 To Aubrey Hall at Woopenatty
Identifier: 465
Type: ephemera
Date: 1947 September 8 Monday
Description: An envelope addressed to Aubrey Hall
at Woopenatty near Arrino.

1947 Aubrey Hall to the Liberal Party
Identifier: 275
Type: letter
Date: 1947 October 11 Saturday
Description: A 1947 letter from Aubrey Hall to the
Liberal Party, and their reply.

Transcription

“Woopenatty”
ARRINO.
11th October 194
The General Secretary
Dear Sir,
Herewith a mite towards the fight for freedom, accom-
panied by a few constructive suggestions from an aged
stockman who has never been a member of a union,
recognises the necessity for their existence, yet deplores
the ignorant, selfish, unpatriotic way in which Unionism
wields the power it has wrested from Capitalism,
In spite of Unionism’s strength, the Moderates ean still
swing any Federal or State election, but they need to
be convinced of sincerity and honesty of purpose and
here are some of their lines of thought.
Menzies a brilliant orator with a rapier thrust in repar-
tee, yet nought but a hired professional talker who
cannot lead us out of the wilderness. They remem-
ber that he tried to engineer a Motor Monopoly, blud-
geon through the Dried Fruit Case thet was obviously
contrary to the Constitution and when in power never
made a single gesture towards State rights.
I know men who have been all their working lives finan-
cial unionists, yet have most cynical disillusioned views
of their party and leaders, and under the lap would,
although he is unproved, support a Casey led Party on
the principle of“try anything once“.
A sense of frustration is abroad, end our side is partly
to blame.
For instance, the Bulletin boasts that B.H.P. produces
the cheapest steel in the world.
Share farmers say the B,H.P’s interlocked subsiduar-
ies produce the dearest agricultural machinery in the
world, and further they say the price rises not only with
production costs, but also whenever wheat value rises.

—– Page break —–

2.
Many farmers could grow more wheat but their view is
why feed Australia and New Zealand at one third mar-
ket value and not ven receive full value for the exported
balance, whilst on the other hand they can get market
value for wool mutton and beef?
Again take gold; if a man sweats his guts out around
Marble Bar, Bamboo Creek or Nullagine in an alluvial
show, a leader or a reef, he gets č10 an ounce for it,
but if he can smuggle it out of Broome or Darwin on
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a pearling lugger to Koepang, he can get č30 an ounce
for it.
Take kangaroo skins; one of the leading woolbrokers in
Australia told me personally that the price was con-
trolled by one man in Sydney ex U.S.A., who put the
price up or down according to whether there were too
many kangarooers at work.
Sandalwood - in the grip of Plaimars. Some years ago I
located a patch of sandalwood and asked Wise M.L.A.
Carnarvon, if he would facilitate a permit for me to
take it. Reply - China at war, Plaimars cannot export,
and are č90000 in arrears at the Treasury with their
royalties. “Nothing doing”. Yet buyers in Koepang were
paying č30 a ton.
Wyndham meat works. No one in Wyndham can get
work in the meat works, all employment there is under
the patronage of the Secretary, A.W.U. Perth office. I
pointed this out to an East Kimberly Stock Inspector,
his reply was “Quite right, the men recruited in Perth
go up to Wyndham from a temperate climate and can
work harder than the local men.” Yet our Party pays
lip service to peopling the Far North.
Just now the Broome pearling is having an “open go”,
but pre-war it was completely in the grip of an Amer-
ican monoply which paid č160 per ton and limited the
production.
As to copper I cannot speak personally, but am told by a
č2000 a year Mine manager, that it is, as far as Australia
is concerned entirely in the hands of the Bailleu Group.
This is not carping criticism, it is written in sorrow not
in bitterness.
What I would suggest is that our Country Party and
Liberal leaders reduces their energies towards making
political

—– Page break —–

-3-
capital of Labour’s ignorance, selfishness and stubbor-
ness and endeavour by honesty axl sincerity to win the
support of the before mentioned Moderate Vote.
One great fundamental truth greatly needs stressing,
i.e. that Capital in the final analysis is only another
name for thrift, that thrift, labour and enterprise spell
prosperity. That National Prosperity cannot be ob-
tained by taking from the provident to “hand out” to
the improvident. That Capital is a fruitful vine that
only needs pruning, not destruction.
Let the Country Party and Liberal Party urge Premier
McLarty to promptly amend the Constitution of the
Upper House so that when Assembly has, after say two
or even three General Elections passed an enactment,
the Council should be deprived of the power of veto and
thus demonstrate “Acta non verba”,. As an instance in
point, the State Insurance Bill. Surely if the Improvi-
dent are allowed a State Lottery Bill, the Provident as
they manifestly desire, should be allowed a State Insur-
ance Bill.
In brief let us “rend our hearts and not our garments”

“Cast out the beam in thine own eye, then shalt thou
see more clearly to cast out the mote that is in thy
brother’s eye”.
Why tolerate such meddlesome, petty fogging legisla-
tion as the suppression of gifts in return for tinned milk
and soap labels, whilst there are so many important
matters needing reform. After all the Gift System is
only an obscure form of time payment and if a needy
housewife can obtain a kitchen dresser on time pay-
ment, why not a tea towel or a tea pot.
Finally isn’t it fully time for us to muster our courage
and fight Sectarianism. The R.C. Church has sub rosa
packed our Parliaments, Civil Service and Education
Department with its adherents, although numerically
they are less than one to three, yet we are frightened to
say so.
Whilst there was a preponderance of R.C. jockeys in
the saddle Labour could do no wrong according to the
R.C. Church, but now that some Communist jockeys
are climbing into the saddle, the R.C. Church grows
critical of the Labour Party. In other words
{{{pge-break}}}
-4-
for Australia to be guided politically by an alien church
in Italy is good, but for Australia to be guided politi-
cally by an alien political party in Russia is too horrible
to contemplate.
Only that the Just would perish with the Unjust I could
wish that Chifley, like Blind Samson, might pull the
National Structure down upon his own head and those
of his fellow traitors.
If you have followed me this far I feel that I have had
ten bob’s worth of your time and patience.
I wish you God speed in your work, don’t let obstacles
or disappointments discourage honest unselfish endeav-
our.
Truth is eternal and those who seek to destroy it perish
in the end.
Yours sincerely,
(Signed) H.A. HALL.

—– Page break —–

CP/JMD.
St. George’s House,
115 St George’s Tce., Perth
1st November 1947.
H. A. Hall Esq.,
“Woopenatty,”
ARRINO.
Dear Mr. Hall,
I must first of all apologise for not having acknowledged
your letter and your ver welcome donation before this,
but I have been out of town for a few days and with
other matters being rather pressing, I am behind in my
correspondence.
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I appreciate your letter very much, and may I say that
I wish there were a few more ‘aged stockmen’ amongst
us.
I shall have pleasure in discussing your letter with our
Executive and with Mr. McLarty at the first opportu-
nity.
In the meantime I hope you will let me write to you
more fully at a later date, saying at this stage that I
agree to a very great extent with all you have written.
I am enclosing a Membership Card, for you to sign if
you so desire. I hope you will. Official Receipt attached
and many thanks.
Cheerio for the present Mr. Hall,
Yours sincerely,
C Palmer
General Secretary.
Encl:

Note from Aubrey Hall to his grandson
Identifier: 533
Type: ephemera
Date: 1948 January 19 Monday
Description: A birthday note from Aubrey Hall to his
grandson Alan.

Transcription

To Alan Wilson, my Grandson, a small financial foun-
dation stone, to mark his first birthday. To God and
his Parents I commend his moral foundation.
Perth W.A.
19.1.45
H.A. Hall.

CBH letter to AH Hall re weighbridge officer
job
Identifier: 282
Type: letter
Date: 1948 November 3 Wednesday
Description: Letter from the manager of CBH to
Aubrey Hall re a job as a weighbridge officer for the
1948-49 season. Envelope, letter, and another piece of
paper with a short note on it.

Transcription

Co-operative Bulk Handling Limited
HCD.PV.
3rd November, 1948.
Mr. H.A. Hall,
36 Congdon St.,
SWANBOURNE
Dear Sir,

WEIGHBRIDGE OFFICER - 1948/49 SEASON.
With reference to your application for a position as a
Weighbridge Officer during the coming season you are
reqested to attend:-
(1) A class of instruction at this office (entrance at 25
Queen Street, Perth,) at 7.30 p.m. on WEDNESDAY
NOVEMBER 10th.
(2) A Weighbridge demonstration at the Boronia Flour
Mills, Brown Street, East Perth, at 9.30 a.m. on Sat-
urday NOVEMBER 13th.
Yours faithfully,
for CO-OPERATIVE BULK HANDLING LIMITED,

H.E. Braine24,
MANAGER.

1948-11-30 R A Weill to Aubrey Hall
Identifier: 383
Type: letter
Date: 1948 November 30 Tuesday
Description:

Transcription

Woopenatty
Arrino
30/11/48
Dear Aubrey,
I received your welcome letter of a few months ago, and
have been intending to drop you a line. My correspon-
dence is mostly anything from twelve months to twelve
years behind.
Glad that you had a good trip to Perth, and that you
were having an enjoyable time meeting old friends. How
do you like Perth [?]

Well Woopenatty is still on the map. Jack Fred and
Gerry are still here and send you their kind regards.
We managed to get the shearing finished on the last
Tiesday in September, and I did not [?] any [?] at
[?] the end of it. It was a very long drawn out job,
and the blowflys were very bad, which made a [?] of
work owing to the slow rate of shearing.

1948-12-08 CBH to H A Hall, via Jennacub-
bine
Identifier: 261
Type: ephemera
Date: 1948 December 8 Wednesday
Description: Payslip from CBH for č6/3/0 dated De-
cember 1948. The postal receipt from R. O’Neill ap-
pears to be from 1947, so was perhaps inadvertently
stored with the payslip.

24Wikidata Q21559202: https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/
Q21559202
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1949-02-02 CBH to H A Hall, via Jennacub-
bine

Identifier: 271
Type: ephemera
Date: 1949 February 2 Wednesday
Description: Envelope address to H. Aubrey Hall,
from Co-operative Bulk Handling. Initially to Jen-
nacubbine, but redirected to 36 Congdon Street, Swan-
bourne.

Ode to a Snail

Identifier: 536
Type: poem
Date: 1949 May 14 Saturday
Description: Poem by Aubrey Hall, 1949.
See also [[The snail let us now contemplate]].

Transcription

Ode to a Snail
The snail let us now contemplate,
A “bloke” unhurried in his gait
Though he proceeds by monoskate,
Herbiverous yet not ungulate.
The snail by no means is a dope,
Invented he the periscope,
He climbs a tree, but not a rope.
When things are dry inclined to mope
When hostile Homo Sapiens
Approaches him in No. tens,
Says snail “For these I have no yens”
Dismissed are they as awful wens.
If danger threats he can instanter
Turn on a gastropodous canter,
He pauses not for idle banter,
Or e’en a Communistic ranter.
He will not smoke a cigarette,
But chews a quid of mignonette
Regarding peas he says “You bet
I take my toll of human sweat.“
Perchance whilst browsing on potato
He ponders on the words of Plato,
Reflects on the life of Cato
Or verbal flatulence at NATO.
Since long ago decided he
To dwell no longer in the sea
But on dry land to have a spree,

Exchanging rum for leaf of tea.
In spite of all, you please will note,
The snail does not possess a vote;
He has no pants, he has no coat
And, consequentiy, gets the goat.
Poor snail! Will none with welcome greet him?
The British crush, the Frenchmen eat him;
So I alone will wish snail welL,
Though gardeners him consign to Hell.
14th May, 1949 H.A.H.

1949-05-17 Eva to Aubrey Hall
Identifier: 360
Type: letter
Date: 1949 May 17 Tuesday
Description:

Transcription

[?]
Harvey P.O.
17/5/49
Aubrey Dear
Just a line to say how pleased I’d be if you could take
a [? sum] down before you start [?]; also that I would
be doubly pleased if you wld consider making your
permanent home with me when you return [? home
to] [? Manderup]. Give my love to Helen & Joy &
heaps for yourself & Ernest
Yrs affectly
Eva

Union Bank of Australia to HA Hall, term
deposit notice
Identifier: 262
Type: ephemera
Date: 1949 June 3 Friday
Description: A term deposit notice sent to Aubrey
Hall.
The signature might be by “Mr. McDowell”, who was
mentioned in 1950 in the Northern Times on 27 July
1950: In and Around Carnarvon Social and Personal
Jottings25.

Extract from birth certificate for Harold
Aubrey Hall
Identifier: 534
Type: ephemera
Date: 1949 July 19 Tuesday

25http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article74965106
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Description: Extract from entry in the WA birth reg-
istry.

Transcription

Extract from birth entry.
Registrar General’s Department,
District Registrar’s Office, Perth
19th July 1949
According to the Registers in this office Harold Aubrey
Hall son of William Shakespeare Hall and Hannah Boyd
Hall was born in the Registry District of Perth on the
20th day of May, Eighteen hundred and seventy-one
The official number of the entry is Perth 13090/71.
G.R. Hathway
District Registrar

1949-10-18 to HA Hall, to 59 Outram St

Identifier: 415
Type: ephemera
Date: 1949 October 18 Tuesday
Description: Envelope addressed to H. Aubrey Hall.

Short verse with initials by H.A. Hall

Identifier: 546
Type: poem
Date: c. 1950
Description: A short verse by Aubrey Hall. Date
unknown. Interesting typographic form of his initials.

Transcription

Have you heard of our modern [?] Who hunted the
wiley goanna She pursued with a will when she wanted
a quill And [? speared] in a [? miraculous] manner.
H.A.H.

Aubrey Hall sitting under outside under a
window

Identifier: 449
Type: photo
Date: c. 1950
Description: Aubrey Hall sitting outside under a win-
dow at Dunollie, wearing his tam o’ shanter.

Carnarvon is a pleasant village

Identifier: 542
Type: poem
Date: c. 1950
Description:

Transcription

Carnarvon is a pleasant village
Banana farms have land for tillage
Thru parts the simple bushmen pillage
[?] comes in to get their fillage.
The laws men ?? with land hooray
?? & ?? holiday
?? blow holes they say
Where we’ll dream the ??
They From
And then they say come ??
Where is the Bee tis time to ??
??

1951-07-20 H A Hall to Margaret Wilson
from Yaringa South
Identifier: 540
Type: letter
Date: 1951 July 20 Friday
Description: Letter from Aubrey Hall to his daughter
Margaret, written from Yaringa South Station where
Aubrey was working. Topics: LCL meeting in Carnar-
von; a boy from Swan Homes; building a hangar and
garage; a son of Bishop Cecil Wilson; etc.

Transcription

Yaringa South Station
Private Mail Bag
Geraldton
20.7.51
My dear marg
Allen is flying to Carnarvon tomorrow to a [? third]
[? am] L.C.L. meeting, so had just to thank you for
your sumptuous letter paper & the accompanying letter
& to make sure that the first letter written in said paper
is to you.

—– Page break —–

I much regret this well paid job had not cropped up
some other time so that I could have held the fort at
at Joan’s & been handy to you through your trial by
tribulation.
The work is of the lightest, just pottering around all day
long, we have a coloured lad from the Swan Orphanage
as a kitchen boy but he is not dependable, an alarm
clock is useless, it doesn’t wake him & the one given
him he broke & it is quicker to light the fire than to
call him & wait for him to do it, so I do it, if I don’t,
then Allen does it & he is doing about two [? men’s]
work all the time. He is away from the [? house] a
great deal, [?] I feel responsible that all goes well with
the kitchen, 50 fowls, 12 ducks, 6 sheep dogs, 4 pups, 3
[? telephones], the store, daily weather reports, rain
gauge, [? ? mill], pot plants, [?] [?] &c &c &c,
consequently the hours are very long, I [?] at about
5.45 A.M. and sign off about 8.30 p.m. without a break,
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but this will ease up when Mary
—– Page break —–

returns in about a weeks time, when she is here, she
[?] the [? telephones] (3) & I get a good spell in the
afternoon after lunch is squared up.
The company is most convivial, Allen, Humphrey &
his mate, they are contract building a hangar (or is
it hanger) & garage & have their own camp near
by & young Geoff Cawling and [?] school boy &
[? Malaya], plus a son of Bishop Wilson (late) of Bun-
bury who is doing some building work for the station.
No more just now dear, have just had a whisky with
Allen & Humphrey is [?] up for his [?] effort. Much
love to [? you] all Dad.

1951-07-29 HA Hall to Margaret Wilson
Identifier: 562
Type: letter
Date: 1951 July 29 Sunday
Description:

Transcription

Book c/s {[? Agra-Locke]} Bill Donaldson
Yaringa South Station {[? Pinacle]} Mail Bg Gerald-
ton 29.7.51 Sunday night
My dear Marg
This is not a letter, but two months of ? landed here
yesterday, and ? ? ? Hanrahan ? ? who with a friend
is staying with Allen for a day or two.

—– Page break —–

The other refuelled & went on to Carnarvon. This latter
returns to Perth tomorrow & has kindly promised to
land here & pick up Perth mail, so ? to ? you for ?
of the 19th inst & hoping you will ? it on Tuesday. A
good thing Joan getting into the ?, but don’t suppose
she will get a ? to shake her ? up. Good old Allen
started up the ?, got the coffee going & with the help
of the kitchen boy put ? ? ? (3 weeks) & ever- body
else’s laundry including Humphrey’s, in the p.m. The
? ? ? flew both planes down there & all hands had ?.
Jim & Sally were to tea here a few nights ago when
Allen was in

—– Page break —–

The
next thing you will have Judy getting sunburnt.
Humphrey is a powerful bloke in this building ?
Love Dad.

1951-09-04 H A Hall to Margaret Wilson
from Yaringa South
Identifier: 544
Type: letter

Date: 1951 September 4 Tuesday
Description:

1951-11-07 to HA Hall, from Geraldton, to
59 Outram St
Identifier: 241
Type: Letter
Date: 1951 November 7 Wednesday
Description: An envelope addressed to Harold
Aubrey Hall.

1952-04-06 HA Hall to Murray Wilson
Identifier: 561
Type: letter
Date: 1952 April 6 Sunday
Description: A letter from Aubrey Hall to his son-in-
law Murray Wilson.

Transcription

Woopenatty
Arrino
6.4.52
Dear Murray
?? commission is being ?? before going into details ??
I ?? to express my satisfaction that you

—– Page break —–

Enclosed cheque value č42.4.0 which ?? pay in to your
a/c & pay the enclosed a/c/ to ?? & the ??
We would have finished catching ?? and I ?? last Friday
?? quite useless ?? came along & ?? the chop ?? the
?? to Perth to the Races, so we have been holding

—– Page break —–

for the ?? who I am glad to say have {[? continued]}
this evening.
I’m ?? my instructions to ??,

—– Page break —–

1952-12-23 Aubrey Hall to Margaret
Identifier: 551
Type: letter
Date: 1952 December 23 Tuesday
Description:

1953-12-08 Aubrey Hall to Margaret
Identifier: 553
Type: letter
Date: 1953 December 8 Tuesday
Description:
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1953-12-25 Aubrey Hall to Margaret
Identifier: 548
Type: letter
Date: 1953 December 25 Friday
Description:

Notes

Major R.A.F. Solling was a farmer of Coopooloo Farm
in Winchester between 1935 1961.[1]

Transcription

Winchester W.A.
Christmas /53
My dear Girl
Thinking of you all & you in particular all day, so glad
you are with Mother today. I have only spoken to one
person all day (no one called at the office thank good-
ness) & that was when I went to Major

—– Page break —–

Solling’s for the milk, his initials are R.A.F. Rex.
Aubrey Fritz.
I have pictured you as not being able to sleep in this
morning, the boys probably minding you [? roam] [?]
early & a busy time tomorrow [?] getting the family
up to 59.
As soon as we closed down yesterday I had a day off,
then got to work on the books & returns. Balanced the
ledger this morning & posted all returns to date. Had a
bath, shave & cut my own hair & did a [?] of cooking,
then opened my Christmas parcels.
O’Reilly sent me Punch Christmas number, in it you

—– Page break —–

must see advertised by Clarkes a new invention in foot
wear. A sole & heel in one piece joined to the upper
without sewing.
Expect to [? cut out] here inside 3 wks, then to [?]
possibly to pack up for good, but I hear the leading
hadn has pulled out, in which case I might be delayed.
Always your affectionate old
Dad.

1954-01-12 Aubrey Hall to Margaret
Identifier: 552
Type: letter
Date: 1954 January 12 Tuesday
Description:

1954-05-11 Aubrey Hall to Margaret
Identifier: 550
Type: letter

Date: 1954 May 11 Tuesday
Description:

1954-05-20 Aubrey Hall to Margaret
Identifier: 549
Type: letter
Date: 1954 May 20 Thursday
Description:

Transcription

Woopenatty
Arrino
20 May 1954
(Thursday)
My very dear Margaret
Two delightful letters from you & Joan [? arrd] Tues-
day. [?] going in for [?] tomorrow so [?]. Thank you
to you all for today’s birthday telegram. Deus Voltus I
shall endeavour to spend Christmas Day with you and
my next birthday also.

—– Page break —–

Re ??, glad you enjoyed them, but I was regretful it has
such a small opening, they were Teal, the smalles of the
Duel family and the proper issue is one plum and teal.
I want to send Con & Alan an issue but it is no use
sending them less than

Letter from Joan Salom to her father Aubrey
Hall.
Identifier: 402
Type: document
Date: 1954 August 29 Sunday
Description: Three, or parts of perhaps four, letters
from Joan Hall to her father Aubrey Hall.
These two pages, both blank on the reverse, were stored
together but may not actually belong together.

Transcription

141, Orron Road,
Elsternwick S4.
Vic.
Sunday 29th August, 1954.
Darling Dad,
Enclosed the snaps of Mother26 . She looks so well and
happy. I think she will be in Colombo to-morrow. Do
wish I could be there to welcome her when she gets
home, but I will try to ring that night.
We are settling in the flat very happily and have ac-
quired some furniture for the bedroom, about which I
will tell in the family letter.

26https://hmwilson.archives.org.au/people/
helen-rose-lodge.html
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Went to hear Dame Sybil Thorndyke27 last night En-
glish as

—– Page break —–

II
last night a carbon copy of a letter to Mother on an
aerogramme form. Hope it is decipherable. I hope to
get to some serious letter writing on Sunday.
Meantime, darling, do please take great care of yourself,
and I hope the shearing will not be too strenuous. Let
the lad do the worrying, and you sleep sound o’nights.
Much love to my dear, dear Dad
from
his affectionate daughter,
Joanee.

—– Page break —–

Thanks for your letter,
will write when I get a chance C.B.28

141, Orrong Road,
Elsternwick S4
Vic.
Tuesday: 21st September, 1954.
Dearest Family,
Thank you so much, Marg, for your so good letter, re-
ceived last evening. The big moment of the day is look-
ing in the letter box when we get home, and I certainly
can’t complain I have a very fine average. To-night,
just to even things up, we found two bills gas and E.L.
Gas is much better č2.16.- for the month, & light 11/4d.
We have been more sparing with the gas fire, which is
the villain of the piece.
Before I go any further, I must thank Mother for the
cigarettes and the Edinburgh Rock. There were so
many things that I left them

—– Page break —–

141, Orrong Road,
Elsternwick S4
Vic.
Thursday: 28th October, 1954.
Dearling Dad,
A brief note whilst forwarding a letter from Mother,
which Marg sent on and I recieved this evening.
You should be packing up by now, but no mention in
home letters of the date. I shall be glad when you do
it is too far away and time you had some leisure.
You will be glad to know that I still get up betimes in
the the morning and am at work in good time usually
the first in our section & sometimes
even the first in the building! You can’t believe it is
true,

—– Page break —–

27Wikidata Q177248: https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/
Q177248

28https://hmwilson.archives.org.au/people/
constance-boyd-hall.html

II
I expect.
Am going to Point Cook for the week-end the first time
since being in the flat. Had a note from Brenda B last
night in which she says John has just been promoted
Squadron Leader. A good cause of celebration.
Wish you could have had some of the rain that fell
here this week. It was badly needed, of course, but I
personally could have spared some. It just fell gently
but solidly for two days & nights, with darly a let-up.
We had as much in that time as generally falls during
the whole month.
Do hope you are not wearing yourself out, darling, with
the wheat-weighing still to come.
I love you,
Joanee.

—– Page break —–

IX
scrub.
By the way, in case you care my telephone number is
MXY130 (Albert Park Barracks), Extension 6563. May
be handy to have until such time as we get the ’phone
here.
I do wish you could see our dear little flat. It re-
ally is home now & I have unpacked everything except
one small case of summer things & evening shoes, etc.,
which I have no prospect of wearing.
We have heard of a shorthand coach, & keep insisting
that we will ring up, but so far no action. It is too nice
at home. We make roast dinner on Sunday & now have
a kitchen garden parsley, mint & chives, in three pots
on the back landing. By courtesy of Virginia’s middle
son.
Miss you & love you all very much
Joanee.

Nan O’Connor to HAH
Identifier: 306
Type: letter
Date: c. 1955
Description: Letter to Aubrey Hall from Joan’s friend
Nan O’Connor.

Transcription

40 Mount St
Perth.
Feb 18th
Dear Mr Hall,
Your dark-haired daughter Joan, bearing tenderly a
dozen eggs, has just been to see me, & tells me that you
sent the eggs down and said to give me some. Well, I
think that was just sweet of you & I do want to thank
you very much.
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The knife-sharpener is still my pride & joy, and
—– Page break —–

2/
how I ever managed without it, I don’t know. It’s quite
the best one I’ve seen and my knives are guaranteed to
cut anything these days!
We are sweltering down here, and I expect you station
people are having a lot of worse heat up there. If only
we could cool off at night it would be alright but it
seems just as hot at midnight as it is all day.

—– Page break —–

3/
I don’t see nearly as much of Joan as I used to, as she
isn’t keen on going home to Swanbourne at night by
herself. I miss her, as we used to see a lot of each other.
I haven’t seen you since the dreadful tragedy of Mur-
ray’s death. It must have been a [? terrible] shock
to you all and Margaret must be so glad to have Joan
with her to help.
Joan says you are coming down soon. Thank you again
for your kindness
Cheers Nan O’Connor

1965-08-06 H A Hall re Gregory’s expedition
Identifier: 422
Type: letter
Date: 1956 August 6 Monday
Description: Letter from Aubrey Hall to possibly
the RWAHS regarding the locations of the graves of
the members of F.T. Gregory’s 1861 expedition to the
North West. Also notes from Margaret Wilson, and
Margaret Medcalf.
Stirling House is the RWAHS’s old premises in Broad-
way, Nedlands.

Transcription

Copy of letter from H.A. Hall in Stirling House records
regarding site of graves of the members of Frank Gre-
gory’s N.W. Exploration Party 18/1/62

—– Page break —–

P.S. Please pass on to [? Joan] [?]

36 Congdon St
Swanbourne
6 Aug /56
Dear Mr [? Chali]

Apologies for having an absent minded [? moment],
herewith I would amend.
Regarding the printed proceedings of the Society, do
members [? secure] these free or do we copy to you
and pay for them?

—– Page break —–

My wife & I have been members for many years but

we do not appear to secure any thing except notices of
important meetings & fees due.
I am nomadic but Mrs Hall’s a/d has always been avail-
able.
I would very much like to posses a [? complete] set of
the Society’s Proceedings. Can you put me in the way
of [? securing] [? these] & if so at what cost?
Would it be of interest to the H.S. to record the sites
of the graves of the members of Frank Gregory’s North
West Exploration Party 1861/2? If so I would mention
that my father W.S. Hall’s grant is in the Cemetery of
the [?] of Cossack & Jas Turner29 who was Second in

—– Page break —–

Command is [? also interred].
Jas Turner was of the Augusta [? pioneer] family, my
father landed in W.A. July 1830.
Pemberton Walcott30 also a member of Gregory’s Party
his in Broome Cemetery & has or had a tombstone.
My father established Andover Station 9 m S of Roe-
bourne for John Wellard of Lowlands, Serpentine in
1863. Eight months prior to John Withnell’s arrival.
Truly yours
H.A. Hall.

—– Page break —–

Library Board of Western Australia
Memorandum Ref. MB
To Mrs H. Wilson
Re attached.
Returned herewith. We have typed a copy.
I am ashamed to see that you left us this on 13/7/74
and it has still not been returned.
My apologies and thanks
Margaret Medcalf
14/10/74

1956-08-21 WAHS to Aubrey Hall re mem-
bership

Identifier: 543
Type: letter
Date: 1956 August 21 Tuesday
Description:

Aubrey Hall at Byro Pool

Identifier: 467
Type: photo
Date: 1957
Description: Aubrey Hall at Byro Pool.

29https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Turner-19424
30https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Walcott-514
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Aubrey Hall in front of his caravan (2)

Identifier: 91
Type: Photograph
Date: 1957
Description: Colour photo of Aubrey Hall standing
next to the caravan he lived in, in Como, Western Aus-
tralia.
Nothing is written on the back.

Aubrey Hall with caravan (copy print)

Identifier: 453
Type: photo
Date: 1957
Description: Copy of a photo of Aubrey Hall standing
by his caravan.
This print is a copy of one of the ones in Set of photos
of Aubrey Hall with caravan in Como31 , which is where
the date of 1957 comes from.

Aubrey Hall in front of his caravan

Identifier: 83
Type: Photograph
Date: 1957
Description: There are three identical copies of this
print. Nothing is written on the back of any of them.

Set of photos of Aubrey Hall with caravan in
Como

Identifier: 87
Type: ArchiveComponent
Date: c. 1957
Description: Envelope of 4 photos (plus 3 duplicate
prints) of Aubrey Hall standing next to his caravan in
Como, Perth, in 1957.
Sub-items: 83 (p.33), 88 (p.33), 91 (p.33), 453 (p.33),
89 (p.33). Inscription on the envelope reads:

H.M. Wilson 16/4 H.A. Hall Beside his/my
Caravan at Comer Street Como.

Colour photo of Aubrey Hall in front of his
caravan

Identifier: 89
Type: Photograph
Date: 1957
Description: Colour photograph of Aubrey Hall
standing next to the caravan he lived in in Comer
Street, Como, Western Australia.

31https://hmwilson.archives.org.au/items/87.html

Aubrey Hall with his caravan
Identifier: 424
Type: photo
Date: 1957
Description: Aubrey Hall standing by his caravan,
probably in Como. Verso has “H.A.H.” in biro.
storage_location = HMWF2
Duplicate print of [[Aubrey Hall with caravan, 3]].

Aubrey Hall in front of his caravan
Identifier: 88
Type: Photograph
Date: 1957
Description: Black and white photograph of Aubrey
Hall standing next to the caravan he lived in in Comer
Street, Como, Western Australia.
There are two identical copies of this print. Nothing is
written on the back of either of them.

H.A. Hall interview notes by W. Bisset
Identifier: 379
Type: ephemera
Date: c. 1958
Description:
Ian Berryman transcribed this in 1995; see: H.A. Hall
Bisset interview notes by Ian Berryman (Item 380, 1995
June 10 Saturday)

Newton’s persistent cogitation
Identifier: 539
Type: poem
Date: 1959
Description:

Transcription

Newton’s persistent cogitation
Solved the law of gravitation
But now our need and situation
Creates an air of pertubation.
Away with jive and syncopation
Or windy parrotlive ����ovation oration
Instead let’s have good legislation
Born of wise brains, plus scintillation
Furthering human emancipation
And once for all deflate inflation.
H.A.H.
1959.

1959-03-23 Letter from Aubrey Hall to
NMLA re life insurance
Identifier: 560
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Type: letter
Date: 1959 March 23 Monday
Description: A letter from Aubrey Hall to the Na-
tional Mutual Life Association regarding a life insur-
ance policy. Only the first page is extant.

Transcription

36 Congdon St
Swanbourne W.A.
23.3.59
The Manager,
N.M.L.A.
81. St Geo T
Perth W.A.
Sir Your (undated) [?] re
Policy 262654.
This policy has been in force about 48 years during
which time it has cost me about č750, at the end of 30ĳ
years the company had ? from me č500 cash.
You can as as easily as I, starting from the č16.5.0 first
years ? paid in 1911 work out the prospective com-
pound interest at 3¡% up to 1941 when the company
could have handed me a fully paid up policy and still
shown a good profit on the dea. For some years prior
to joining your Coy I had Policies with the A.M.P. for
č1750 {{sup|with profits at the time}} was in business
{{sup|in {[?]}}} as a stock & station agent, ? ? build-
ing up a {{sup|cattle}} station ? Hedland but 3 dairy
? continuous fact in the matter of cattle plus the 1914
war, plus the closing of Cossack as a port ?ing ? that
solid at a capital ? č2000 almost ?.

Pencil notes by Aubrey Hall, c.1960
Identifier: 396
Type: ephemera
Date: c. 1960
Description: Some pages of notes by Aubrey Hall,
handwritten in pencil, along with transcriptions and
annotations by his daughters Constance and Margaret,
and his grandson Ian.

Transcription

H.A.Hall/Notes
File: HAHO2.DOC
Notes made by H Aubrey Hall
The following is a transcript of sundry notes made by
H.Aubrey Hall. The notes are undated, but may have
been compiled between 1957 and 1961, when he was liv-
ing at 35 Comer Street, Como. The notes are written in
pencil, contain numerous alterations and amendments,
and are not easy to read. The notes were transcribed by
his daughters Constance and Margaret, and have been
reproduced below, with a few minor editorial changes
to make them easier to read.

Ian Berryman
10 June 1995
Uncle Jas Anderton32 married At Lucy Lazenby and for
a time rented Wungong33 , later he lived at Beenyup
and he lived at Mundijong dairying and dealing in cat-
tle. During this period he lost his wife Lucy Lazenby
and had his sister Aunt Letitia house keeping for his
orphaned children. Clarence (died of measles in Roe-
bourne), Kate died of typhoid in Roebourne, Willie who
afterwards owned Glen Florrie Station on the Ashbur-
ton, drank himself out of it and ended his days a bach-
elor with Eva at Burekup, Ernest you know all about,
Sam married Effie Murray. Aunt Letitia married Robt
Hester, brother to Aunt Theodosia’s husband Edwd
Hester. He was a waster; in those early days there
were I think no . . . Police, only soldiers and mounted
Troopers to handle the hostile abos & escaped convicts,
and influence was needed to get into this force. Edwd
and Robt Hester’s father Capt Hester, who fought at
Waterloo and was RM for the Canning District, got
both E and R into this force. E left fairly soon, started
a store in Bunbury and after success therin took up
Blackwood Park. Robt stayed on & was promoted In-
spector and stationed at Albany, all very nice for Aunt
Laetitia until Robert embezzled, was sacked and had to
go on the land near Blackwood Park. Issue: 3 children
- Valentine married Matilda Ann Logue, Reg married
Rose Medcalf from Victoria, governess to the Hepping-
stones at Cundenup, and a spastic girl Alice who lived
many years and died in Perth Lunatic Asylum. Uncle
Robert wouldn’t work, his chief occupation was seduc-
ing women, and Aunt Laetitia and the children lived
chiefly on Aunt Theodosia and UE’s bounty.
When Aunt Lucy died her (Aunt Laetitia) boys were
old enough to work and Aunt L went to UA to look
after his motherless children, who only had the young
nurse-maid Lilian Bruce to care for them. Things went
on smoothly for some time until UA married the NM,
when poor At Laetitia was out on a limb again. My fa-
ther at this time was in business in Cossack, he secured
At L the job of schoolmistress in Roebourne and gave
Reg a job in his Cossack business. Val came overland
with Clarkson. Val was, though young, an exceptional
bushman, one Clarkson and Val used to go ahead to
locate water and feed, and the other Clarkson used to
be in command of the Party. Val contracted Sandy
Blight, so the 2 Clarkson brothers went ahead, one was
killed by the abos, the other perished from thirst. John
Brockman eventually took charge (this happened in the
Murchison) and took the party through to Roebourne,
from start to finish the party was 2 years on the road.

—– Page break —–

H.A.Hall/Notes
Grandma’s maiden name was Branson, and she was a
cousin of Grandpapa’s, her Christian name you can find
in that list Grandpapa handed to the WA Govt when

32https://hmwilson.archives.org.au/people/
james-anderton-hall.html

33https://hmwilson.archives.org.au/tags/wongong.html
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applying for his Land Grant.
She was a horsewoman, because my Father told me that
when a groom led her mount to the mounting block she
would damp her handkerchief and rub her horse’s coat
to see that her horse had been thoroughly groomed.
Grandpa fox-hunted even when a College Undergradu-
ate and a fellow collegiate painted him a small set of
hunting pictures. The Meet. The Draw. Yoicks for all
away! The Kill &c. These framed came to WA, passed
to Aunt Theodosia Hester and from her to Jessica In-
glis and were burnt recently when her home at Boyup
Brook went up.
Eva might be able to tell you who has a scrap of one
of Grandma’s frocks, it is cream silk embroidered with
vine leaves and in real seed pearls. I have seen it but
forget the owner. They must have been well “ribbed
up” because when Grandpa went back to England to
raise more money by getting Uncle Henry to break the
entail of Shackerstone he was away 6 years and ran into
debt č6000 which U H had to pay out of the proceeds
of Shackerstone lest Granpa’s creditors put him in the
Fleet, which was not an ordinary prison but a place
where debtors were detained until they paid up. If the
debtor’s relations tired of paying up for their squan-
dering liked to provide for them they lived in comfort.
Some of them married and had their wives with them.
The Chaplain of the Fleet (by Reid or Reed) a well
known old novel, is written around this institution. You
can look it up in my Century Dictionary that Joan has.
Meantime Grandma had to sell some of their posses-
sions, including family plate. Yet all the Children (7)
shared out a good deal of solid silver at Grandpa’s
death. Tilly - Mrs Val Hester - has 1 or 2 silver candle-
sticks, a snuffers and a shoe of silk brocade with a high
red heel that some Hall woman danced in at a Court
Ball
Invitation card from Lord Hastings
Arms
Peel’s freeing corn from import duty halved the value
of all England’s land holders’ estates and it was this
prospective reform probably that caused the Halls,
Brockmans, Hamersleys &c to accept the Home Govt’s
offer of large land grants in the Swan River Settlement.
England at that time wanted the W side of Australia
occupied lest the French should annex it.
A Lord Hastings married a daughter of Mr Stevens,
formerly Hall.
If the Hall line ran out Shackerstone would have passed
to the Hastings title.
Charlie Smith’s daughters, Mrs Lawson Gull, Mrs
Reedy, Lady Dwyer.
Roe, Brockman, Lee-Steere, Leake, Clifton, Drum-
mond, Bunbury, Molloy, Egerton-Warburton, Lazenby,
Hesters.

—– Page break —–

File: HAHO2.DOC

Notes made by H.Aubrey Hall
The following is a transcript of sundry notes made by
H.Aubrey Hall. The notes are undated, but may have
been compiled between 1957 and 1961, when he was liv-
ing at 35 Comer Street, Como. The notes are written in
pencil, contain numerous alterations and amendments,
and are not easy to read. The notes were transcribed by
his daughters Constance and Margaret, and have been
reproduced below, with a few minor editorial changes
to make them easier to read.
Uncle Jas Anderton married At Lucy Lazenby and for
a time rented Wungong, later he lived at Beenyup and
he lived at Mundijong dairying and dealing in cattle.
During this period he lost his wife Lucy Lazenby and
had his sister Aunt Letitia house keeping for his or-
phaned children. Clarence (died of measles in Roe-
bourne), Kate died of typhoid in Roebourne, Willie who
afterwards owned Glen Florrie Station on the Ashbur-
ton, drank himself out of it and ended his days a bach-
elor with Eva at Burekup, Ernest you know all about,
Sam married Effie Murray.
Aunt Letitia married Robt Hester, brother to Aunt
Theodosia’s husband Edwd Hester. He was a waster;
in those early days there were I think no . . . Police,
only soldiers and mounted Troopers to handle the hos-
tile abos & escaped convicts, and influence was needed
to get into this force. Edwd and Robt Hester’s father
Capt Hester, who fought at Waterloo and was RM for
the Canning District, got both E and R into this force.
E left fairly soon, started a store in Bunbury and after
success therin took up Blackwood Park. Robt stayed
on & was promoted Inspector and stationed at Albany,
all very nice for Aunt Laetitia until Robert embezzled,
was sacked and had to go on the land near Blackwood
Park. Issue: 3 children - Valentine married Matilda
Ann Logue, Reg married Rose Medcalf from Victoria,
governess to the Heppingstones at Cundenup, and a
spastic girl Alice who lived many years and died in
Perth Lunatic Asylum. Uncle Robert wouldn’t work,
his chief occupation was seducing women, and Aunt
Laetitia and the children lived chiefly on Aunt Theo-
dosia and UE’s bounty.
When Aunt Lucy died her (Aunt Laetitia) boys were
old enough to work and Aunt L went to UA to look
after his motherless children, who only had the young
nurse- maid Lilian Bruce to care for them. Things went
on smoothly for some time until UA married the NM,
when poor At Laetitia was out on a limb again. My fa-
ther at this time was in business in Cossack, he secured
At L the job of schoolmistress in Roebourne and gave
Reg a Job iN BIS Cossack business. Val came overland
with Clarkson. Val was, though young, an exceptional
bushman, one Clarkson

—– Page break —–

and Val used to go ahead to locate water and feed,
and the other Clarkson used to be in command of the
Party. Val contracted Sandy Blight, so the 2 Clarkson
brothers went ahead, one was killed by the abos, the
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other perished from thirst. John Brockman eventually
took charge (this happened in the Murchison) and took
the party through to Roebourne, from start to finish
the party was 2 years on the road.
Grandma’s maiden name was Branson, and she was a
cousin of Grandpapa’s, her Christian name vou that list
Grandpapa handed to the WA Govt when applying Lor
his Land Grant.
She was a horsewoman, because my Father told me that
when a groom led her mount to the mounting block she
would damp her handkerchief and rub her horse’s coat
to see that her horse had been thoroughly groomed.
Grandpa fox-hunted even when a College Undergradu-
ate and a fellow collegiate painted him a small set of
hunting pictures. The Meet. The Draw. Yoicks for all
away! The Kill &c. These framed came to WA, passed
to Aunt Theodosia Hester and from her to Jessica In-
glis and were burnt recently when her home at Boyup
Brook went up.
Eva might be able to tell you who has a scrap of one
of Grandma’s frocks, it is cream silk embroidered with
vine leaves and in real seed pearls. I have seen it but
forget the owner. They must have been well “ribbed
up” because when Grandpa went back to England to
raise more money by getting Uncle Henry to break the
entail of Shackerstone he was away 6 years and ran into
debt č6000 which U H had to pay out of the proceeds
of Shackerstone lest Granpa’s creditors put him in the
Fleet, which was not an ordinary prison but a place
where debtors were detained until they paid up. If the
debtor’s relations tired of paying up for their Squan-
dering liked to provide for them they lived in comfort.
Some of them married and had their wives with them.
The Chaplain of the Fleet (by Reid or Reed) a well
known old novel, is written around this institution. You
can look it up in my Century Dictionary that Joan has.
Meantime Grandma had to sell some of their posses-
sions, including family plate. Yet all the Children (7)
shared out a good deal of solid silver at Grandpa’s
death. Tilly - Mrs Val Hester - has 1 or 2 silver candle-
sticks, a snuffers and a shoe of silk brocade with a high
red heel that some Hall woman danced 11 at a Court
Ball
Invitation card from Lord Hastings
Arms
Peel’s freeing corn from import duty halved the value
of all England’s land holders’ estates and it was this
prospective reform probably that caused the Halls,
Brockmans, Hamersleys &c to accept the Home Govt’s
offer of large land grants in the Swan River Settlement.

—– Page break —–

England at that time wanted the W side of Australia
occupied lest the French should annex it.
A Lord Hastings married a daughter of Mr Stevens,
formerly Hall.
If the Hall line ran out Shackerstone would have passed
to the Hastings title.

Charlie Smith’s daughters, Mrs Lawson Gull, Mrs
Reedy, Lady Dwyer.
Roe, Brockman, Lee-Steere, Leake, Clifton, Drum-
mond, Bunbury, Molloy, Egerton-Warburton, Lazenby,
Hesters.

—– Page break —–

large land grants in the Swan River Settlement. Eng-
land at that time wanted the W side of Australia occu-
pied lest the French should annex it.
A Lord Hastings married a daughter of Mr Stevens,
formerly Hall.
If the Hall line ran out Shackerstone would have passed
to the Hastings title.
Charlie Smith’s daughters, Mrs Lawson Gull, Mrs
Reedy, Lady Dwyer.
Roe, Brockman, Lee-Steere, Leake, Clifton, Drum-
mond, Bunbury, Molloy, Egerton-Warburton, Lazenby,
Hesters.

—– Page break —–

her handkerchief and rub her horses coat to see that
her horse had been thoroughly groomed. Grandpa fox-
hunted even when a College Undergraduate and a fellow
collegiate painted him a small set of hunting pictures.
The Meet. The Draw. Yoicks for all away! The Kill &c.
These framed came to WA, passed to Aunt Theodosia
Hester and from her to Jessica Inglis and were burnt
recently when her home at Boyup Brook went up.
Eva might be able to tell you who has a Scrap of one
of Grandmas frocks, it is cream silk embroidered with
vine leaves and in real seed pearls. I have seen it but
forget the owner. They must have been well “ribbed
up” because when Grandpa went back to England to
raise more money by getting Uncle Henry to break the
entail of Shackerstone he was away 6 years and ran into
debt E6000 which U H had to pay out of the proceeds
of Shackerstone lest Granpa’s creditors put him in the
Fleet, which was not an ordinary prison but a place
where debtors were detained until they paid up. If the
debtors relations tired of paying up for their squan-
dering liked to provide for them they lived in comfort.
Some of them married and had their wives with them.
The Chaplain of the Fleet (by Reid or Reed) a well
known old novel, is written around this institution. You
can look it up in my Century Dictionary that Joan has.
Meantime Grandma had to sell some of their posses-
sions, including family plate. Yet all the Children (7)
shared out a good deal of solid silver at Grandpa’s
death. Tilly - Mrs Val Hester - has 1 or 2 silver candle-
sticks, a snuffers and a shoe of silk brocade with a high
red heel that some Hall woman danced in at a Court
Ball
Invitation card from Lord Hastings
Arms
Peel’s freeing corn from import duty halved the value
of all England’s land holders’ estates and it was this
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prospective reform probably that caused the Halls,
Brockmans, Hamersleys &c to accept the Home Govt’s
offer of

Incomplete letter from H.A. Hall

Identifier: 256
Type: letter
Date: c. 1960
Description: Three pages of an incomplete letter by
H. Aubrey Hall.

Transcription

The late Michael Samson in his youth was pearling &
Pt Samson was named for him, yet half baked reporters
persist in spelling it Sampson.
Mr Hamersley [?] the [?]-horses for Frank Gregory’s
NW exploration, in which [? employ] named WA’s
loftiest range for him, yet again & again you see it spelt
with 2 Ms. Apologies for this [? lengthy] [?] old age
grows tedious. no reply called for.
Yours truly HA Hall

—– Page break —–

VI
The [?] express in Geraldton & gave him a job in his
[?]

[? Reason] is that Hackett & a partner had a few sheep
on the Wooramel River on a well still called Hackettt’s
Well.
Many years ago I was overseer on Wooramel station for
my late cousin E.A. Hall.

—– Page break —–

& being before the days of [? limited] self lubri-
cating mills frequently had the job of [? oiling]
[? Hackett’s] Well Mill.
Hackett yarns [?] in the river then, one was that Hack-
ett went to Perth to do some partnerships business, the
lawyer said that the documents could only be completed
by his partner also being present, there was an impor-
tant [? repeatiy] notion at that time at Hamelin Pool
so Hackett [? undid] his partner to come to Perth first
opportunity, Partner [? upheld] “came of leave, [?]
due to start lambing shortly”. Hackett then [?] “[?]
your camel Perth [?] ?? lambing.”

Joan Salom’s wedding with Aubrey and He-
len

Identifier: 469
Type: photo
Date: 1960 September
Description: Family group at Joan Salom’s wedding,
with Aubrey and Helen.

A.E. Blakers to Aubrey Hall re tobacco crop

Identifier: 300
Type: letter
Date: 1961 September 28 Thursday
Description: Letter to Aubrey Hall in Perth, from
A.E. Blakers.

Notes

A book34 by Bill Beatty called ‘Here in Australia’ was
published in 1959 in Melbourne.

Transcription

39 Comer Street
Como
28/9/61
Dear Mr Hall
I return your book “Here in Australia” with thanks,
also paper, which was overlooked before I went South
last month and am sorry about that.
Came home again 2 weeks ago after a few weeks pot-
tering about the farm.
At present doing a few necessary jobs here but very
much slowed down now. On Tuesday I had a run up
around York and Northam with Mr [? Buffy] on this
pub inspections.
The crops that way look splendid and [? ragmaking]
has commenced. Out further East they need rain very
badly for finishing. In common with all the rest my
brother and his sons flopped with their first tobacco
crop; that industrin in Australia is now very much on
“the knees of the Gods” and needs Federal Government
Control. Old George’s pretty good also his son we
miss you for a yard I can assure you. We do hope that
you are your cheerful self. I am still working on the
historical research.
Sincerely
A.E. Blakers

—– Page break —–

Por favour
Mr A. HALL
SWANBOURNE

1962-04-23 Suzanne at Gingin to Aubrey
Hall

Identifier: 322
Type: letter
Date: 1962 April 23 Monday
Description:

34https://trove.nla.gov.au/work/5668579
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c1963 H A Hall JP, correspondence with
Premier’s Dept
Identifier: 527
Type: letter
Date: c. 1963
Description:

Transcription

36 Congdon Street,
Swanbourne,
Sth. May 19636
The Under Secretary,
Premier’s Department,
PERTH.
Dear Sir,
You wrote me on the 15th. May 1961 regarding the re-
instatement of the name of my Father, Harold Aubrey
Hall, as a Justice of the Peace. Through an oversight
on his part his name had been deleted from the Roll
in 1947. You were extremely kind and understanding
regarding this matter and it meant quite a lot to a very
old man to have the situation rectified.
I now wish to advise you that Mr. Hall died on the
11th. January 1963 at the age of 91.
Yours sincerely,
(Mrs. H.M.Wilson.)

—– Page break —–

PREMIER’S DEPARTMENT, PERTH.
10th May, 1963.
Dear Mrs. Wilson,
I desire to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 8th May
advising of the death of your Father, Harold Aubrey
Hall, J.P., and I would like to thank you for this infor-
mation which has now been noted on our records.
Yours sincerely,
[? W.S. Loance]
ACTING UNDER SECRETARY.
MRS. H. M. WILSON,
36 CONGDON STREET,
SWANBOURNE.

—– Page break —–

PREMIERS DEPARTMENT.
PERTH
15th May, 1961.
Dear Mr. Hall,
I desire to advise you that your reinstatement as from
6th August, 1947, as a Justice of the Peace for the
State of Western Australia appeared in the Government
Gazette of 12th May, 1961.
You are therefore now competent to exercise all the
functions of a Justice.
Yours faithfully,

[? T.H. Doig]
UNDER SECRETARY.
MR, HAROLD A. HALL, J.P.,
36 CONGDON STREET,
SWANBOURNE ,

1963-05-07 H M Wilson to Grand Lodge re
Aubrey’s death
Identifier: 528
Type: letter
Date: 1963 May 7 Tuesday
Description: Letter from Margaret Wilson to the
masonic Grand Lodge of Western Australia, informing
them of the death of Harding Lodge member Aubrey
Hall.

Transcription

36 Congdon Street, Swanbourne, 7th. May 1963.
The Grand Secretary, The Grand Lodge of W.A.,
PERTH.
Dear Mr. Munro,
As Lodge literature is still coming for my Father, the
late Harold Aubrey Hall, I thought I would advise you
that he died on the 11th. January 1963 at the age of 91.
He was a member of the Harding Lodge in Roebourne
for many years.
Yours sincerely,
. . . . . . . . . . . . .

Letter from Con to family from Cossack
Identifier: 530
Type: letter
Date: c. 1965
Description: Letter from Constance Hall in Roe-
bourne, regarding the installation of the headstone on
the family grave in Cossack Cemetery.

Transcription

Cossack
Monday ? date
Dear family,
Just a line to say that we are heading for home tomor-
row morning. We have a good deal to do in Roebourne,
so will not be able to make Carnarvon in the day.
The headstone is at the cemetery but has not been
erected. The locals say that the grave in Gwyn’s slide
is not the Hall one, so we are rather at a loss. They
say that the right one is a double one surrounded by a
makeshift fence of chains & wire. I am clinging to the
fact that Dad identified the one in the photo, which is
easy enough to identify, & that is the one that will have
the headstone when the men can get around to erecting
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it it has taken so long to arrive that they are almost
finished in Roebourne.
There has been very little rain the last few days so if
the road is all right we hope to see you on Friday or
Saturday.
Love
Con.

H. Margaret Wilson’s notes about W.S. and
H.A. Hall
Identifier: 255
Type: Manuscript
Date: c. 1970
Description: Nine pages of notes about Harold
Aubrey Hall and his father William Shakespeare Hall.

Notes

Transcription project on Wikisource: https:
//en.wikisource.org/wiki/Index:HMW%27s_notes_
about_WSH_and_HAH.pdf

Transcription

W.S.H. first went to the North West in 1861 as a mem-
ber of Francis Gregory’s Exploration Party, returning
in 1863 to establish Andover, the first station in the
district, on behalf of Mr. John Wellard. Here it was
that he rendered assistance to Mr & Mrs John With-
nell and family when they arrived in April 1864, giving
them shelter for the first month.

—– Page break —–

Here Aubrey Hall grew up, becoming a good rider,
stockman, swimmer, boatman, with a vivid interest in
the people and country around him. His schooling op-
portunities were very limited, but from his well edu-
cated father he received a wide general instruction &
gained a love of books & learning that stayed with
him all his long life. He left school at 14 and joined
the firm of Batemans in Roebourne as a clerk. Later
he started in ((((business on his own as a shipping agent,
(((((((ran a butchery, had other business interests which fi-
nanced him into a partnership in Abydos Station * The
first world war & a���great long drought [? ruined] him
& from then on he was connected with various proper-
ties in the Roebourne & Gascoyne districts.

—– Page break —–

In 1868 W.S.H. was married to H.B. Lazenby at Cardup
near Armadale. Their <del>first</del> two elder
sons, Ernest & Aubrey, were born in Perth before
Mrs Hall and young family joined Mr Hall in Cossack,
<del>in 1874.</del> <del>Where he was engaged in
business ventures and pearling</del> Here he had gone
with business as a storekeeper and <del>had</del>
was also engaged in the new pearling industry. Cossack
was then a thriving centre point for a district extending
from the Ashburton to the De Grey, and was thronged

with a colourful crowd of different <del>colours</del>
races.

—– Page break —–

Mr Hall was the son of Wm. Shakespeare Hall who
came to the Swan River Colony in February 1830 (at
the age of four) with his parents Henry Edward & Sarah
Theodosia Hall & five brothers & sisters in the ship
“Protector.”

—– Page break —–

He entered fully into the social & civic life of Rbne &
Cossack & was, for some time, Mayor of Rbne; a Justice
of the Peace for the State from 1899 until his death.

—– Page break —–

When H. Aubrey Hall well known Nor’-West pioneer
died in 1963 in his 92nd year, his life & that of his

father, had spanned all but seven months of this state’s
existence.

—– Page break —–

After a short time spent in Fremantle, the Halls took up
their large grant of land at Mandurah, where a house
was built and an attempt at farming was made. This
was not a success for various reasons, the main cause
being that stock sickened & died <del>in a mysteri-
ous manner we now know this to be the lack of es-
sential trace elements in the soil.</del> From Man-
durah the family moved to Wongong <del>Farm on the
Canning</del> near Armadale, where a <del>success-
ful</del> <ins>thriving</ins> farm & orchard was
established. W.S. Hall worked here & on the Black-
wood before going to seek his fortune on the Victorian
Goldfields.

—– Page break —–

When H Aubrey Hall well known Nor’West pioneer
died in 1963 in his 92 year, his life, & that of his father,
had spanned all but one year of this state’s existence.
<del>Mr Hall was the son of Wm S. Hall who came
to the Swan River Colony in Feby 1830 at the age of 4
with his parents HE & ST Hall in the ship “Protector”.
stet.</del>
W.S.H. first went to the N.W. in 1861 as a member of
F.G’s exploration party, returning in 1863 to establish
Andover the first station in the district, on behalf of Mr
J Wellard. Here it was that he rendered assistance to
Mr & Mrs Joh Withnell & family when they arrived in
Apl 1864 giving them shelter for the first month.
In 1868 W.S. Hall <del>returned to Perth</del> was
ind. to H.B.L. at Cardup, near Perth. <del>There it
was that</del> His first two sons, Ernest & Aubrey
were born in Perth before Mis Hall & young family
joined Mr Hall in Cossack <ins>in 1874</ins> where
he was now involved in pearling & business ventures.
[? tially] owing to the lack of a school <del>Despite
the lack of formal schooling</del> the young Aubrey
received wide general <del>education</del> instruc-
tion from his well educated father. This gave him a love
of learning & books that never left him. Although much
of his long life, revolved around the pastoral industry
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<del>through force of circumstances,</del> by
—– Page break —–

inclination his inborn leaning towards things historical
would seem to indicate a totally different career if it had
been possible. He was a veritable walking encyclopae-
dia of the genealogy of the early families & his per-
sonal library was extensive & included Burke’s Peerage
& Baronetage, Fairbairne’s Book of Crests and other
such books of reference not now commonly found in
the average home.
His love of the north and faith in it never wavered &
to him <del>the deserted</del> the town of Cossack
<del>was God’s own acre</del> the yarns he told of
the days before the turn of the century were filled with
colourful characters, warm friendships, great courage at
times & not a little humour. He was given to expressing
himself in verse.

Notes about H A Hall timeline

Identifier: 532
Type: ephemera
Date: c. 1970
Description: Summary of Aubrey Hall and family’s
movements, 1910 to 1930, written by his daughter (date
unknown).

Transcription

Abydos was taken up by Harold Aubrey Hall, Henry
Ernest Hall, Reginald Hester, Valentine Hester. I once
asked Dad why he went such a dreaful distance from
Roebourne in the day of the horse, and he replied that
it was the best land left not already taken up, so it must
have been “new” country. Dad hated to break a mirror
he said that he & the Hesters and others were sky

larkins in the office at Cossack when someone broke a
mirror. Soon after Val H. died, they had to buy out his
widow Rosa (he always disliked her I don’t quite know
why) then nothing went right. I rather think that Reg.
H. took legal action against HAH and HEH at one time.
I may be wrong here about Hester wives. Tilly Logne
I think was young Regs’ mother, but was she old Reg’s
wife? I don’t know when they took up Abydos, but
it was before Hannah’s illness, as she wanted to go up
there, and wasn’t allowed.
1910. Married, and in business, partner in Abydos.
1913. HRH, CH, Elsie Maud McNeil to Strelly.
1914 Lost station, tried to enlist, at Strelly a while at
end of year.
1915 To Croydon. At Xmas, HRH, CB, HM up from
Strelly.
1916 Six months at Jarman I.
1917 To Andover. CB to Strelly.
1918 Andover.
1919 At Xmas, HRH, HM, JL, to Strelly. Ret. north

early 1920.
1920 Appraising. At end of year we had tableland trip.
1921/2. “
1923 To Satirist
1924 We went south at Xmas. Dad stayed at Satirist.
1925 Jan? the hurricane. We returned to Cossack.
HAH at turtle factory. I think it was about end of
this year we went to Wooramel.
1926 Wooramel.
1927 To Carnarvon as Ranger. Quince’s Cottage.
1928 “ “ “ Leivens cottage.
1929 or 30 “ “ “ HRH bought house.

—– Page break —–

Correspondent for North.
Jarman Is. 1916.
Abydos.
Croydon
Andover
Mt Satirist. Reappraisal for 3 yrs of Table Land
Agent for Adelaide Steamships.
Collection of books. En. Brit., Burkes, Fairbairn’s
Book of Crests.
Only one who kept old papers.
Mineral samples.
JP. 1899.

Foreword to 1971 Ngarluma vocabulary (2nd
copy)
Identifier: 537
Type: article
Date: c. 1971
Description:

Note re framed address by H A Hall
Identifier: 529
Type: ephemera
Date: c. 1980
Description: Handwritten note about “Framed Illu-
minated Addresses” stored at the Royal WA Historical
Society’s Stirling House. Date unknown.

Notes

It appears to be this item in the History West catalogue:
• Illuminated address presented to Mr John G.

Meares by the residents of Roebourne and sur-
rounding districts 1904.

• URL: https://research.histwest.org.au/
library/detail/46890
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Transcription

Framed Illuminated Addresses (in shed, Stirling House)
A/d to John G. Meares signed by H.A. Hall as Chair-
man, Roebourne Council 9/11/1904.

Autobiography by Constance Berryman,
1983
Identifier: 11
Type:
Date: 1983
Description: A personal account by Connie Berry-
man’s about her grandfather Harold Aubrey Hall.

Transcription

Copied from a typed document headed: C.B. Berry-
man, 1983
My name is Constance Boyd Berryman, the eldest of
the three daughters of H. Aubrey Hall and his wife
Helen Rose, nee Lodge. I was born in Roes Cottage,
Roeboume, in August 1912 (9th), Dr John Maunsell
attending. He refused to give chloroform to Mother de-
spite the poor young things plea.
The shell of Roes Cottage still stands, near the old State
School and across the road from the Hospital. By its
front entrance, skilfully traced in mortar upon the stone
wall, are a champagne bottle, glass and cork.
My great-grand parents, the Halls, Leakes and Lazen-
bys were all very early settlers in W.A. by my Lodge
great-grand parents stayed firmly in London. Their
youngest son, Thomas Soutter Lodge, came out here
in a sailing ship, the Lady Elizabeth in 1878, and was
in the rest of my family s view, a very late comer.
Our first home that I remember clearly was on Jarman
Island, where my father had a job as a Light House
Keeper. My sister Margaret was born in 1915 and her
health was affected by the inland heat (Croydon Sta-
tion), so it was thought that a change to the island
would help her. It was a lovely place a few miles out
from Cossack (see Western Heritage, ptt 2, by Ray and
John Oldham, 1980, page 17).
The light house and quarters were completed in 1888.
Every breeze was cool, the beach was clean and sandy,
and fish and oysters abounded. The quarters were
handsome, built of stone, for two families, and the other
occupant was Mr Langer, a German. To prevent us two
children from intruding upon Mr Langer, Mother drew
a chalk line upon the verandahs and told us not to go
beyond them. And we didnt. There was no water on
the Island, so big cement underground tanks were in-
stalled to catch the run-off from the rain on the roof.
When the lid was opened there was a scurry of large
nor west cockroaches, but there was no way of getting
rid of them. The year was about 1916, and it suddenly
dawned upon the law that here was a German subject
in a fine location for getting in touch with submarines,
and a posse descended upon the island and bore Mr

Langer off, very dramatically. Fathers brother, Ernest,
joined us for the rest of our term, a very happy arrange-
ment. We all loved the Island. When our family sailed
in our little dinghy to do the shopping in Cossack, a
large old turtle frequently kept us company for a mile
or two. Margaret flourished in the comparative coolness
and was healthy thereafter.
We next lived on Andover Station (the first station in
the area which was started by my grandfather, Shake-
speare Hall on behalf of John Wellard in 1863) in a
small house of wood and iron. The kitchen was well
away, at the end of a path, with a little bridge over a
gully in the middle. In 1917 I went to live in Busselton
with my Lodge grandparents - to provide company and
distraction for them whilst
1
their only son, Robert John Lodge was away at the
World War - and when I returned north in 1920, we
moved to a cottage next to the State School in Roe-
boume. It was of wood and iron and consisted of a
front verandah a parlor, two bedrooms, a back veran-
dah where we had our meals, and a detached kitchen
– this last was a precaution against fire. In 1900 the
Lodgejs home was burnt out on a farm near Beverley
when a kitchen caught fire, and then spread to the ad-
jacent house. Before the fire and after the fire were like
B.C. and A.D. in our family. A feature of this roeboume
house was its murals. An itinerant artist painted very
vivid pictures in the parlor, one of a buxom girl in a
tight dress and knee high button boots, perched on the
tail of a bi-plane, is the one I remember clearly.
I think we had piped water; there was no electricity
(the Victoria Hotel was lit with carbide gas, which has
a peculiar smell). No postman, tho there was a fine
stone Post Office, still in use. there were a butchers
shop, three hotels – The Victoria, Jubilee (we were all
monarchists) and The Roeboume. Dalgetys, managed
by Ronald Glen, had groceries and agencies and sta-
tion requirements, and See Sing & Co., managed by
our friend Fong Fulson, was a grocery. He was always
so kind to us children, and the shop was a fascinating
place with a wonderful spicy aroma all its own. Sun
Kan Long was a tailor, in a tiny house near the river.
There was a Japanese shop in Cossack, owned and r
un along with their pearling business, by Jiro and T.
Muramats, and we bought our supplies there when we
lived at the old Hall house in Cossack (corner Douglas
Stree and the The Strand, Lot 116 from time to time.
Cossack also at one time had two hotels, The Weld (af-
ter a Governor) and The White Horse (nearly opposite
the wharf). Roeboume also boasted a cool drink fac-
tory, owned by Mr Bickerton, who made deliveries from
an old car. Sanitation depended on a man with a cart
and horse, who also came down to Cossack on Saturday
afternoons. There was a baker, but how or if we had
fresh milk I forget. I know we used a great deal of con-
densed milk (powdered milk was far away in the future
then) and this I disliked very much.
Most things were bought on credit, a habit that per-
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sisted until the outbreak of World War II. When I went
to work in an accountants office in Carnarvon in 19281
was astonished at the lists of bad debts and slow payers,
all together in the back of the ledgers.
Boans and Bairds were the main firms in Perth to whom
we sent mail orders, and their catalogues were won-
derfully useful. We children cut out the pictures with
Mothers nail scissors, or coloured them in, or looked
at the lovely city clothes. When ordering shoes for us.
Mother drew an outline of the soles of our feet on a
piece of paper. Eventually the catalogues ended their
careers in the lavatory at the end of the yard.
Because of the climate there were no market gardens
and all our fruit and vegetabales came from Perth by
boat (except at Mt Satirist where we had a beautiful
vegetable garden in winter, watered by the aboriginal
girls). [Note form H.M.W. ~The girls pulled carrots and
put the heads back.] I
2
cannot understand why no one grew tropical fruit then.
In Carnarvon in 1930 there was but one mango tree,
belonging to Frank Dawson of the dairy farm on the
Gascoyne River.
Some of the stations had good gardens, where the na-
tives did the watering with buckets. Pumpkins and
melsons were a great standby. In this arid district (Roe-
bourne) there was a paradise, Millstream Station in the
Tableland, owned by Cookson Bros, and managed by
Mr Claud Irvine. We were there in 1921, and played
endlessly in the bath house, a reed hut built over a
stream, the floor of large flagň stones, where, unless
watched, your soap or face cloth floated gaily away.
There were small fish to watch and endeavour to catch
in the crystal clear water. Bananas grew abundantly.
It was a different world.
My father was very diet conscious. We ate mutton or
beef (no lamb ever was eaten) with the occasional and
welcome brush turkey or kangaroo tail the latter made
a delicious stew, when the tail was skinned you could
see the long fine sinews that the natives pulled out and
used as string before the white man came. We have
an ancient yandi which has been mended neatly with
sinew. It was also used to fasten the handle onto a stone
axe, held in place by gum from a eucalypt.
We had the inevitable potatoes and onions from Perth,
pumpkins, and all manner of dried beans, peas and
fruit; these were first soaked and then boiled until soft.
The only cool place for food was a Coolgardie safe. It
had a metal frame with hessian sides and a large shal-
low container of water on top. From this, towelling
pieces dipped in the water kept the sides damp and
consequent evaporation cooled the inside. In summer
we used Chinese Jell, gelatine in long straws, because it
set even in the hot weather, when ordinary packet jelly
was useless. All these things had to be kept in contain-
ers, away from mice and the awful cockroaches. Wee-
vils in the flour had to be sieved out, the sugar became
lumpy, blow flies were a constant threat to the meat,

especially when it was cooked (when I complained of
weevils in the porridge, my father said, Dont complain,
they are only oatmeal in another form). The meat we
ate fresh for the first day, then father corned what was
left. He did this very well. Despite the present dislike
of the use of salt in cooking, because of danger to the
heart, my father was a very healthy man still when he
died at the age of 91.
Hurricane lamps were the electric torches of the time.
They were filled with kerosene; it took a very strong
wind indeed to blow them out. Reading and house
lamps were of metal, china or glass, sometimes very
prettily decorated, or were pressure lamps. These last
were hot to sit by and attracted a great many moths,
but they gave an excellent light.
All the stoves and fire-places were fuelled by wood,
mainly snake wood in the north. If the stove was out or
the kettle cold most people lit the primus, which burned
kerosene and heated comparatively quickly. I still have
one in case the power goes off in my all-electric house
in Perth.
3
The old jail still stands in Roeboiume. the inmates were
mainly black, and how they must have sickened behind
those high walls for their own lands and their own peo-
ple. If they escaped and were not locals, they stood a
very fair chance in the earlier days of being killed for
trespass. They did all the road work, even tho they
were often chained to their shovels or wheelbarrows. If
you can, see the photograph on p. 102 of Yeera-muk-a-
doo by Nancy Withnell Taylor. I never heard of anyone
protesting.
In 1920 land transport was still powered mainly by
horses and camels. My father had a good buggy and
pair, riding and pack horses when in 1921 he drove
around the local stations inspecting [reň appraising
HMW] for the Lands Department. [The original re-
ports were lost within the Lands Department and some
years ago the H.A. Hall reports were gratefully copied.
HMW] Cars were in evidence in town, but the inland
roads were often too rough for them. Wool and stores
were carried on horse, camel or donkey wagons. They
were so slow. (Some stations in the Carnarvon district
still sent their wool by camel team in 1929.) A well-
known teamster in Roeboume was Treacle Dick, sup-
posedly so-named because he fed his men on bread and
treacle.
The State Shipping Service and the Alfred Holt Line
[Adelaide Steamship HMW] provided the North West
coast with the necessities and luxuries of life, and were
a wonderful way of travelling on our long looked for
holidays. The joys of the comfortable little cabins, the
cleanliness and the lack of dust, the delicious meals,
the fruit - one forgets the rough trips. In the Wireless
Officers cabin in 19201 heard my very first broadcast,
through earphones, a magic moment. I can just re-
member the Bambra. she was a German ship, a prize
of war, and a few German labels were still over the door-
ways. The Koombana was lost before the Great War
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in a terrible hurricane, and to my ear the name still
has the sound of doom, from listening to the hushed
tones of the grown-ups remembering the friends lost so
suddently. No trace of her hull has ever been found.
Newspapers: there was a district newspaper The North-
ern Tiems, and we subscribed to the old Western Mail,
with its shiny centre section devoted to photographs
of racegoers, stud cattle and noteworthy marriages.
Grandfather Lodge was wonderfully good in posting
on the marvellous English periodicals he received from
his sisters At Home The Illustrated London News,
Tatler, Bystander, The Field, bound copies of the En-
glish dalies with the comic strip of Pip, Squeak and
Wilfred, Punch with its excellent cartoons. But the
greatest joy to me was The Sphere. My great- Uncle
Robert John Lodge gave Mother a subscription as a
wedding present in 1910, and we received a weekly is-
sue until about 1926 or 1927. It covered the exciting
finding of the tomb of Tutankhamen, with reconstruc-
tions by F. Matania of how the yhoung King could have
looked in life, and I read every reference there was of
this exotic event. Later on, at Satirist on the edge of
the desert, I knew all the
4
great names on the London stage, read the reviews of
the best new books, and gazed at the society pages
with keen interest! I knew far more about London than
about Perth.
Our holidays were few and far between. The trip to the
Tableland, where we stayed with the Irvines at Mill-
stream, the Andrews at Mount Florence and the Cu-
sacks at Tamabrey, was a lovely beak for Mother and
for us. To go South by boat was comparatively expen-
sive; we went in 1919 and next in 1924. In 1925 we
moved to Carnarvon and were able to go away more
often.
We had no floods, fire or famine, just drought. Educa-
tion was a problem. I was eight and Margaret five, when
we had the chance to attend classes at Mrs Thompsons
along with some friends (in Roeboume). It was our first
school, and there were about a dozen of us. My father
had me do potň hooks on a slate and my grandfather
Lodge had taught me to read and print, but I don t
think Margaret had done even that. We stayed a year
or so and at least learned to read and write fairly well.
Mount Satirist, 1922-1924
In 1922 we moved out to Mt Satirist (I think the Station
was called after a race horse) which Father was to man-
age for M H.R. Sleeman of the copper mine at Whim
Creek. [The previous Manager had been killed when
struck by lightning at the homestead. HMW] About
the only difference between the conditions of the early
pioneers and ourselves was that we had a telephone six
miles away and the mail and perishables came once a
fortnight in Bob Brookers old tourer. We cooked in the
same way, with big, heavy iron pots (you scraped them
clean with a wire brush) on a wood stove, our trans-
port was wholly horsedrawn, no radio, the laundry was

a small tin room with the copper outside and the tubs
were big oval metal ones. Disposing of the water was
easy – the tubs were tipped over outside.
A good deal of the time the native women did our laun-
dry and sometimes the washing up. I remember them
as a very pleasant cheerful bunch. I dont know how
they managed it, but there were very few children in
the camp, in fact I remember only three – Jilgie, Percy
and Florrie. We were never allowed to play with them
because of the risk of eye infection. We sued to get bung
eyes when a fly bit us on the eye lid. The eye closed
completely because of the swelling, and there was no
treatment, only wait until the swelling abated. When
we woke in the mornings our eye lashes were often cov-
ered with dried discharge. I found it odd that when
I spent a year in Port Hedland in 1973 I never saw a
swollen eye on blacks or whites.
The only corroboree that I ever saw was one at the
camp on the bank of the Peewah Creek to which we
were invited. At night, we could hear the songs and the
clicking sticks before the camp settled down to sleep.
Music meant so much to the natives.
We often had a Station cook, mainly Chinese. One was
Wong Sick, who was kind to us children. One birthday
cake was resplendant with three tiers, all iced and on
top a wonderful dome, iced in
5
bright yellow. Investigation found this last to be a very
large onion whose icing was coloured with curry powder.
When there was no cook, Mother had to take over.
One stationhand we had was the only Jew I ever heard
of working on a station. He was Sydney Saffer, a pleas-
ant young man who didn’t stay very long. Once he and
Mother had a disagreement over religion, and he of-
fended her very much by saying that we wouldnt have
had a religion if it hadn’t been for the Jews. Soon af-
terwards it was Christmas and Mother decided to end
the disagreement as nicely as she could. Syd responded
by showing her his prayer rug and peace reigned once
more.
Another man was Tommy Abdullah, a very bright
young person. Once when he was camped out he sent in
a list of stores needed, and as he couldn’t write he drew
details of the labels average contents 60 was easy but
UFORES stumped us – it was BURFORDS, a popular
brand of soap. [We still have his drawings. HMW]
Twice a year our parents spent hours making up the
stores list sacks of flour and sugar, cases of tea,
jam, dried vegetables and fruit, condensed milk, lots
of tomato sauce. Mr Sleeman provided the staples of
our food but condiments we paid for. One summer
Father bought a case of tinned fruit, another time we
had a case of cool drinks, both such memorable pur-
chases. Our stores came out from Roeboume in wag-
ons. Once the team consisted of donkeys, with horses
[Tmules HMW] in the shafts, because the donekys were
too small. Alongside their working mothers were the
delightful foals, teetering along on their long legs like
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ballet dances. Another wagon was pulled by camels.
I was frightened of them, remembering Fathers tale of
the drunk who went to pat one and it bit his scalp off.
My hair still prickles.
In the background always were the natives, working
for their food and ginna-ginnas/dresses – a shoe was
a ginna booka, a dress for a foot, and little cahs.
As well as the workers there were their fathers, moth-
ers, aunts, uncles to be fed. They built their own shel-
ters, except for Yowie and Manghil who had a small
room of corrugated iron. They were the parents of
Florrie. Three times a day they lined up at a hatch
in the kitchen, to receive enamel plates of meat and
potatoes and bread or damper, with a pint pot of very
sweet black tea. I think aboriginals ‘go walkaboujt’ at
intervals because they need a change from such a diet.
My father spoke the Nguluma [Ngalooma HMW] di-
alect fluently (his vocabulary of it was published by the
Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies in Canberra)
and enjoyed their company.
Mt Satirist was at the end of the mail route and we
had very few visitors. In two and a half years we had
encounters twice with other children the Stanleys of
Yandyarra, and one wonderful Christmas
6
with our cousins at Sherlock Station. We went to Mal-
lina Station, managed by Mr and Mrs Archie Campbell,
a few times, and we had occasional visits from Mr and
Mrs Sleeman. Mrs Sleeman was from another world
- she came from Sydney and was so well dressed and
amusing. All summer long at Whim Creek she spent
the hot hours of the day in an old adit [sic] at the mine,
which had not been worked for years.
This was a very difficult time for our Mother. Father
was away from the homestead most days and she was
dreadfully lonely. Our callers were mostly men and she
longed for womens company and for her parents and the
old family home at Busselton. The north in those com-
fortless days was hard on the women. Children werent
so affected, perhaps because they live from day to day.
Two regular visitors were Major J. W. Wray of the Sal-
vation Army, and Archdeacon H.W. Simpson of the An-
glican Church. The latter toured his enormous parish
on a battered motor cycle with, instead of a side car,
a flat slab for his luggate and his previous violin. He
played this very well and a tase of real music was exhil-
erating.
During our two and a half years at Satirist we had very
little rain and the plight of the stock was terrible. The
working horses and the house cows had to be fed on
chaff and oats brought up from the south and cost was
great. Some mornings the men had to heave the older
cows onto their feet, they were so weak. At the worst
of the dought the poor sheep werent worth killing for
meat, and we had a good deal of kangaroo, which did
better, perhaps because they could range further from
the eaten out watering points.

All the work of the station was done with horses. We
had two pairs who were kept for the big buggy, Rocket
and Roman, and Bachelor and Fife-and-Drum. Sadly
Bachelor fell into a well while looking for water, and was
found dead. In the winter Father sometimes took us for
picnics to Station Peak, the abandoned gold mine about
six miles away. Here in a shed was a telephone line,
that somehow remained intact until it reached Croy-
don Station and contact with Roebourne. We were too
scared to explore the mine workings, but there was all
the equiopment and the mens quarters left behind when
the mine became useless and which apparently was not
worth selling. If only old bottles had been as valuable
then as now. . . .
The homestead was a tin building of three bedrooms
and a living room with a verandah all rou.d The floors
were of cement, almost flat on the ground, and the bath-
room was a very large old round tank, with a door and
a window cut into it. It was extremely hot in there dur-
ing the day. We filled the bath with water early in the
the morning before it had heated in the pipes and used
it as we needed to. At midday in summer the water in
the pipes was unbearably hot.
7
By the back door was the big Coolgardie safe, and along
the verandah was the water bag for drinking. This came
in two shapes, both made with canvas. The better one
was a cylinder with a small wooden tap at the base and
a lid to keep off the dust. The other was a square board
with a larger square of canvas whose corners were nailed
or screwed to the wooden comers, making four spouts.
(I have tried quite unsuccessfully to draw this.) Both
types were suspended from a rafter. It was a crime to
let the bag become empty. When the men went out
working for the day they had specially shaped water
bags on straps fastened around the horses necks. The
water didnt taste so good, but it was cool. It seemed
to me that the best thirst quencher in the bush was hot
black trea, which we children werent allowed to drink.
The lavatory was situated about 100 yards from the
house, on the far side of the road in. It was a simple
affair, a wood and iron erection over a small mining
shaft, which looked very deep and dangerous to a child.
A kerosene tine of sieved ashes was for disinfecting the
contents of the shaft and the paper was whatever publi-
cation was read and discarded. I remember once search-
ing frantically for the last line of the jokes in an issue of
The Humourist. I dont remember seeing proper toilet
apper in use until about 1928, and septic tanks were
unknown in Roeboume when we were there.
While at the station it was suddently decided that it
was time we children should have some more schoolking,
and Mother wrote off to the Education Department in
Perth for correspondence lessons. I was 11, Margaret
8 and Joan 4 when these momentous packages arrived
and we embarked upon the 3 Rs once again. Mother
was too busy to teach us much, but we were bright
students and soon managed to do a fortnights lessons
in a week.
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At the end of 1924 Mother and we three went South
for a long holiday, starting with Christmas at Bussel-
ton at our grandparents home with cousins, aunts and
uncles gathered under that dear old roof. Afterwards
we took the train up to Perth to a furnished house in
Leake Street, Peppermint Grove; and went to school at
Cotrtelsoe where I, a 12 year old was in third class (4th
grade now). The Head Master then was Mr Orr, a very
strict man, and my adored teacher was Miss Cherry
Jackson, pretty and kind and so helpful. I was happy
there, and stayed on when Mother and the other two
went up to Beverley to visit.
In January 1925, while we were away, a hurricane tore
in from the sea and at Satirist mills, fencing, sheds,
were wrecked, and many of the poor stock were dor-
wned. The rain would mean plenty of feed, but it was
too late. Father left the Station and when we returned
North it was to join him in Cossack, where his bachelor
brother lived in the comfortable house our Hall grand-
father built in the 1870s. Father had had to pack all our
gear by himself, and it duly arrived safely in Cossack in
a donkey wagon. Shifting us was no light matter, as in
addition to domestic articles there were our books – 25
8
large volumes of The Encyclopaedia Britannica in its
own case, Burkes Landed Gentry and Burkes Peerage,
two volumes of Fairbairns Book of Crests, 20 volumes of
the Centujry Dictionary, as well as history, poetry and
fiction. We had a large mangle to top all. It weighted
about 4 hundredweight and was always referred to by
my Uncle as The Curse of the Halls.
Cossack was no longer the busy port it had been before
it silted up and was replaced by the good jetty at Point
Samson, but after the quiet station life we were very
happy to see and play with old friends again. The Hall
house has vanished [Father dismantled the quite exten-
sive buildings after his brothers death (in 1941) because
he feared vandalism in the deserted town. HMW] but
if you are looking around you may find a cement block
upon which the stove once stood, and a few blue and
white beads. These were on long strings which hung at
doors and windows to keep the flies out, and their gentle
clicking is in my minds ear when I remember Cossack.
My Father loved the little town, which in his youth had
been busy and quite properous. In the lay off season
of the pearling fleet the sand hills at the back of town,
towards Point Samson, were full of natives, several hun-
dred of them at the peak of the trade. My husband
and I visited Cossack in the 1970s and found our way
to where the camps had been, and to our delight found
a stone grinding outfit.
Any account of our life in the North must include fa-
thers double cousin Ernest Anderton Hall and his wife
Winifred, daughter of the Frank Smalpages, always
known to us as Cousin Ernest and Cousin Winnie. They
had four children about our ages and we got along very
well. Cousin Winnie had a beautiful contralto voice
and was an accomplished painist, as well as a wonder-
ful housekeeper. They were both such warm, friendly,

welcoming people. E. A.H. was a short, square man,
with a big moustache, and in his yhhouth had been a
great rider at race meetings, and a wrestler. In my time
he was a wonderufl spinner of yams – oral history was
made for him, but too late, alas and it was such a plea-
sure on warm nights to sit outside and hear his tales of
the early days. Like the time he and his cousin Reg
Hester were exploring inland from Port Heldnad, and
one night the Natives took loo much interest in their
doings, so they took it in turns to keep watch, at a dis-
tance from their camp fire, and Reg suddenly started
to snore. Cousins voice would sink to a whisper and
we listened spellbound. And the the time he wrestled
with a boastful Afghan and won, then very prudently
left town in case the rest of the Aftghans came look-
ing for him. And the time he brought a mob of sheep
down to Geraldton overland when he reached town a
friend warned him not to take a cheque, the new own-
ers were broke. They duly came with their cheque to
take delivery, but E.A.H. played the simple yokel and
declared the only money he handled was gold. He got
it too, eventually. At various times he owned Yand-
yarra, Croydon and Sherlock Stations in the Roeboume
district, until in the early 1920s he sold Sherlock and
moved to Wooraamel Station about 80 miles south of
Carnarvon.
9
This seems a good place to tell of: Christmas at Sher-
lock, 1923.
The cousins asked us to spend this Christmas with
them, and E. A.H. arrived in his car to pick us up. He
had a good, large homestead, built of cement to frus-
trate the white ants and there was heaps of room for
our beds on the wide verandahs. We had a wonderful
time with Gwyn, Henty, Theo and Reg and the four
McCamey children – their father was the overseer. On
Christmas Eve there was a great surge of preparation
for food. We went out to Wandy[?Yandy]-wok-arena
pool and the men netted fish and shot ducks and per-
haps wild turkeys. These were brought home for the
native women to scale, clean and pluck, which they did
with much enthusiasm and laughter. A young pig was
slaughtered and baked whole. Next morning we had a
Christmas Tree, the first that I ever remember, and we
eleven children had a most exciting time. I for some
reason thought the Boys Own Annual was for me, so
lovely and fat and readable, but it wasnt. (I read every
word of it anyway.) The main serial was The Treasure
of the Incas. I had a beautifully dressed baby doll, dear
Annabelle who is still around, minus her legs. Then we
eleven were lined up on the back verandah and Cousin
came along with a bottle of Enos Fruit Salts and a jug
of water, to ensure a clean start for the day. (Im glad it
wasnt my father – his idea of a clean start was a spoon-
ful of Castor Oil, one of the most revolting substances
known to man.) We had watermelon to keep us going
until lunch, which was a hot one in the best English
tradition.
To appreciate the day properly you should have lived

45



on Satirist for a while. We returned home at the end
of the week, to find that the pet kangaroo had been
dozing under Mothers bed when she shut the door to
go away, but it was still alive. It had eaten a good deal
of paper and had managed to get at the water in the
big jug on Mothers wash stand.
We left Cossack at the end of 1925, and at first went
to Wooramel for a year or so [three years, HMW], then
came in to Carnarvon. I boarded at the Presentation
Convent first, then my sisters came as day scholars
when Father got work in Carnarvon. I remember with
affection and gratitude Mother Joseph, Mother Aloy-
sius, Sister Agnes, Sister Augustine, Sister Magdalen,
Sister Teresa, Sister M. Xavier, who gave me so much
above the call of duty.
10
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H.A.HALL and WINIFRED BISSETT
Winifred Bissett was a journalist in Perth who inter-
viewed H.A.Hall, evidently with the intention of writ-
ing an article about him and his father William Shake-
speare Hall. There is no date for the interview, but
from the internal evidence of the notes it must have
taken place in about 1958, when Mr Hall was living in
a caravan at 35 Comer Street, Como.
Miss Bissett typed some notes from the interview, and
gave a copy to Mr Hall, who added various notes and
comments. These notes are now in the possession of
H.A.Hall’s daughter, Mrs H.M.Wilson, of Swanbourne.
The typescript below reproduces Miss Bissett’s notes
and Mr Hall’s additions. The notes themselves were
typed onto small sheets of paper. The first three sheets
are not numbered, while the remaining sheets are num-
bered 3 through to 54, which Miss Bissett probably did
as an aid to compiling the final version of her article.
In the typescript below, I have put Hall’s comments in
square brackets, to distinguish them from Miss Bissett’s
original notes.
Ian Berryman
10 June 1995
William Shakespeare Hall married late in life to Hannah
Lazenby, daughter of a Town Clerk of Perth. They
had two sons, Ernest and Aubrey, and one daughter
Joy. Joy’s daughter Louise is married to Commander
Gilmour, R.N. and is living in England. Her mother is

living with her.
Aubrey Hall married Helen Lodge, the daughter of
Thomas Soutter Lodge, and the granddaughter of
George Walpole Leake. They have three daughters,
Mrs Alan Berryman of Como, Mrs Margaret Wilson
of Claremont, and Miss Joan Hall, who is at present in
England, where she is secretary to the famous novelist
Paul Gallico. Ernest did not marry.
History repeated itself in the Hall family when Mr
Aubrey Hall took over the management in of Andover
Station, the station which his father founded 9 miles
from Roebourne just six weeks after the Northwest was
first opened up.
2. William Shakespeare Hall,* whose great aunt was
Susanna Shakespeare of Stratford-on- Avon, and daugh-
ter of the poet, first came to Australia in the ship Pro-
tector, leaving London at the end of 1829, the first year
of settlement of the Swan Colony.
[* who was so named because an ancestor married Su-
sanna Shakespeare & thereafter quartered the Poet’s
arms on the Hall Escutcheon]
3. He was aged 4, and the second son of Henry Edward
Hall,* who personally chartered the ship with another
family.
1

—– Page break —–
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[Try Miss Lukis &/or Historical Society. I think all
early Ships Passenger Lists are recorded]
[*H.E.H. was a Leicestershire fox hunting Squire of
Shakerstone Manor near Market Bosworth & Melton
Mowbray, who had studied Medicine, Botany, Geology
& Metallurgy at either Oxford or Cambridge as an un-
dergraduate. He did not stay to take any degrees, as
he was called away from his University to inherit Shak-
erstone & the advowson of Shakerstone Parish Church,
also a house in London where later W.S.H. was born]
6. Eight members of the Hall family arrived in the
Protector in February 1830. They included Henry and
his wife, the eldest son Henry Hastings Hall, the eldest
daughter Sarah, Letitia, William Shakespeare, Theo-
dosia Sophia and James Anderton. One more child,
Frank, was born in Australia.
7. Ina statement witnessed by the Colonial Secretary
Peter Broun, Henry Edward Hall also named as persons
“brought at my expense unto this settlement” James
Briggs Crane, carpenter and wheelwright; Tom Wallis,
blacksmith; two female servants one 23 years of age, one
18; and six apprentice boys, one 16, one 15, three 14,
and one 12.
8. Included among an interesting list marked “provi-
sions, not luxuries” were - gin, rum, Cape brandy, Cape
wine, port wine, sherry, madeira, constantia and her-
mitage.
9. “Miscellaneous effects” included one sloop, and one
jolly boat. [also sheep, Hounds & poultry]
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10. In the sloop and towing the jolly boat Mr Hall
cruised along the coast south of Fremantle to explore
the seaboard.
11. He must have been one of the first settlers to find
his land in this way; and thus he settled at Mandurah,
69 miles south from Perth [about 50M, I think]
12. The very first settler was the wealthy Thomas Peel,
a cousin of Sir Robert Peel, British Prime Minister and
founder of the Police Force.
13. The British Government granted Thomas Peel a
quarter of a million acres of land stretching from Cock-
burn Sound and south to the Murray River. In return
Peel undertook to settle four hundred indentured mi-
grants on it.
14. The whole scheme of settlement failed and the Peel
family left the district, but not before Thomas Peel’s
daughter Dora had met Henry Hall’s eldest son Henry.
They were later married and had one son Leslie.
[who married his cousin Georgia Egerton-Warburton,
eldest daughter of Geo E-W & his wife Amy Hester
(of Blackwood Park) niece of H.Edward Hall & grand-
daughter of Capt Hester who fought under Wellington,
was present at the occupation of Paris & took up his
land grant on the Canning
[? & magistrate] for that District.
En passant. Beware before you go any further with
your W.S.H. project. His parents were cousins
2

—– Page break —–
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(his mother Sarah Theodosia Branson). W.S.H.‘s
nephew Leslie Hall married as already mentioned
W.S.H.‘s great niece Georgia E-W & the latter’s brother
Philip E-W married a cousin of mine on my mother’s
side, a Miss Rowe sister of Mrs Jack Durack & Mrs Irene
Harwood. These latter & myself have the same ma-
ternal grandfather Geo Lazenby who was Perth’s first
Town Clerk, had some architectural experience & su-
pervised the building of the Town Hall, for details see
Historical publications, his wife was a descendant of
Boyd Earl of Kilmarnock who was taken prisoner at
Culloden in 1746 & hung drawn & quartered for his
loyalty to the Stewarts]
15. Soon the Halls were to leave the district and mi-
grated to Perth when their sloop was wrecked outside
the Mandurah Estuary
[I think on “Hall’s Bank”, hence the name “Hall’s Head”
& Hall St Mandurah also presumably are named for
H.E.H. ]
16. Henry Edward Hall had received his education at
either Cambridge or Oxford University with the view
to qualifying for medicine. He progressed to the stage
of walking Guy’s Hospital, but abandoned his career on
the death of a childless uncle from whom he inherited
the entailed estate of Shakerstone Manor

17. When his two eldest children, Sarah and Henry,
were old enough he sent them home to England with
their mother to be educated. She placed them in En-
glish boarding schools and returned to Australia.
18. William, meanwhile, was growing up. He received
his education under the Revd John Wittenoom, the first
Colonial Chaplain. [who to eke out his slender salary
conducted a Grammar School in Perth for many years.
I have one of my Father’s Latin Primers embellished
with a libellous sketch of my Father done by John Leake
who died on the Californian Gold Diggings. J.L. was
my wife’s great uncle]
19. During this time his father, needing further cap-
ital, made the long trip to England to join William’s
elder brother Henry, broke the entail of Shakerstone
Manor, sold it and returned to Western Australia where
he bought Wongong Farm (near Armadale miles from
Perth)
20. It was here that William learnt his farming.
21. With the first gold rush fever in 1851 he was off to
Victoria to dig, and then, following reports of a find in
the Swan district, returned to the West to try his luck
there. He had no luck.
22. This was the beginning of his life in the Northwest.
23. The furthest settlement north in those days was at
Champion Bay, some . . . miles north of Perth. Alone
he travelled there from Perth, by now in the grip of that
spirit of adventure which was never to leave him until
he died, at the age of 70, whilst bathing in Cossack
Creek.
3
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24. It was not long after he arrived at Champion Bay
that he heard of the mooted survey trip of the North
West to be taken by the surveyor Francis Gregory.
25. He made application to Perth to take part in the
expedition, and was accepted.
26. In 1860 it was announced that F.T.Gregory
and W.Burges had been in communication with Sir
R.Murchison to equip a strong party to go north and
the Geographical Society and the Imperial Government
would contribute funds towards the expedition.
27. In January 1861, Gregory wrote a letter to the
Legislative Council in Perth mentioning that W. and
J.Burges, T.Brown and Walter Padbury were willing to
supply horses and men to the value of č400 to land in
Nickol Bay and explore the inland country.
28. Mr Gregory himself offered, if necessary, to put
up č250 of his own salary as a surveyor in the Survey
Department towards funds.
29. By a strange coincidence it was on Shakespeare’s
birthdate, April 23rd, in 1861, that the party sailed
from Champion Bay for Nickol Bay. The party
consisted of commander Francis Gregory, J.Turner,
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Edward Brockman, Shakespeare Hall, J McCourt,
A.James, J.Harding, Maitland Brown, P.Walcott and
Captain Dixon, the captain of the Dolphin with first
mate Mr Manning.
30. Shakespeare Hall went ashore on the very first ex-
pedition from Nickol Bay to explore the inland. He ac-
companied Gregory and Captain Dixon and they rowed
ashore in the lifeboat.
31. They observed open, undulating, loamy plain, with
grass, a few small wattles, the wildflower hakea and
white gum trees. They discovered and named the Nickol
River.
32. In their return to the ship four days later they found
that two natives had visited the Dolphin.
33. As the lifeboat pulled towards the boat the natives
paddled away. They were on logs of wood, shaped like
canoes, not hollow, but very buoyant. In length they
were about seven feet, and one foot thick, and they
propelled their canoes with their hands only, and their
legs resting on a little rail made of sticks driven in on
each side.
34. With some persuasion the natives came aboard Dol-
phin when the members of the expedition boarded her.
Their dialect proved incomprehensible but Mr Gregory
observed in his Journal that “they knew the use of bis-
cuit and tobacco”.
35. The expeditions ashore continued, going further
and further inland.
36. Several rivers were named; the Maitland River, a
fine pool of water eighty yards wide
4
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with beautiful grassy banks, and hundreds of cockatoos.
Edward Brockman took aim with his gun and killed 16
with one shot.
37. The party came upon the Hamersley Range where
a river opened out into deep reaches of water and con-
tained an abundance of fish resembling cobblers weigh-
ing four and five pounds each. The river was named the
Fortescue after the Under Secretary for the Colonies.
38. On June 21st, 1861, the Hardey River was named;
on June 23rd the party came upon “a fine river contain-
ing permanent reaches of fresh water, lined with caves,
the channel generally being from one hundred to two
hundred yards wide and a depth of forty feet”. It was
named the Ashburton River after the president of the
Royal Geographical Society.
39. On July 12th the party encamped on a shallow
pool of brackish water. There, absorbed in capturing
partridges, was a group of natives.
40. Gregory’s journal describes their mode of doing
this: “they used nets constructed out of the trodia bush,
neatly twisted and netted in the same way as done by
ourselves, with the mesh varying from one to five inches

according to the purpose for which applied”.
41. The birds were induced to enter the nets. First,
ragged bushes were placed all around the small pools
with the exception of a few spaces five to six feet wide.
In these openings double rows of twigs were arched so
as to meet overhead in the centre one or two feet from
the ground. These little avenues led away from the pool
for several yards then terminated with the net thrown
over a few light sticks at the end.
42. The birds first alighted on the margin of the pool.
After drinking they ran up the only opening which led
under the arch of twigs and finally into the net which
was drawn by the hunter.
43. Whilst the white men were making history treading
on the virgin ground of the Northwest other members
of the party remained on the Dolphin, filling in their
time with fishing, making friends with the natives who
paddled up to have a look at the strange boat, and
making excursions to the reefs themselves to find pearl
shells.
44. The tale is taken up here by Shakespeare Hall’s
eldest surviving son, Mr Aubrey Hall of Como, who is
believed to be the only living Western Australian whose
parents came out to Australia in the first year of its
settlement.
45. He recalled that the name of the reef, where the
expedition collected the shell in Nickol Bay, was named
the Mooloojacka. “The white men would collect the
shell”, he said, “open it up and if there was no pearl in
it would throw the mother-of-pearl shell away”.
46. “My father thought about this for some time, and
watched the shell glinting through the water until it
finally sunk to the bottom. ’You should keep that shell,
he said. “You could be
5
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throwing half crowns away’.“
47. “It was only a guess on his part but the crew did
keep the shell, and the heads and sides of their bunks,
and the bulkheads, were lined with pearlshell from that
time on. When the vessel reached Fremantle a local
merchant bought the shell at a good price and shipped
it to London”.
48. “After this every ship that went to the Northwest
returned with its load of pearlshell.” In those first days
of Northwest settlement there were no wool cheques.
Capital was going out for supplies, for food, for building
materials, and none was coming in.
49. Money from the sale of pearls and pearlshell kept
those early graziers going until their wool and sheep
began to pay. Most of the earliest graziers used their
natives for dry-shelling on the beach and reefs, and
later for shallow diving. For deep-diving, Malays and
Japanese were the only race physically capable of doing
it.
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50. On the recommendations of Francis Gregory after
his surveying trip Walter Padbury, the man acknowl-
edged to be the pioneer grazier of the Northwest, took
up his first land on the de Grey River, and his station
was given the name of De Grey Station.
51. He was followed by Shakespeare Hall, who had seen
the country on his expedition trip with Gregory and
found it good. Mr Hall landed sheep on the north beach
at Cossack six weeks later. John Wellard of Serpentine,
it was, who prevailed upon him to go north and open
up a station for him.
52. Mr Hall had travelled his stock up alone from Perth
to the district now known as Andover and became the
first settler there. He remained for two years until he
had tamed the natives, amongst whom was the much-
feared King Mulangon.
53. Shakespeare Hall preceded John Withnell and his
wife, “The Mother of the Northwest” by two years and
it was at Andover that John Withnell left his little party
when he first landed to look for a property.
54. Later Mr Hall became manager of the Roebuck Bay
Company, was a Councillor at Cossack and was twice
chairman of the Roebourne Town Council. He spent
more than 40 years of his life in the Northwest.
6
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