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Biography
Helen Margaret Hall was born on 10 July 1915 in
Busselton, Western Australia.1
She married Peter Innes Donegan on 15 September
1936 in St Georges Cathedral in Perth. They had
one daughter, in 193x. Peter died in 1939 in an
aviation accident.
She remarried on 2 July 1941, to William Murray
Wilson, also in St Georges Cathedral.2 They had
two sons.
She died on 21 February 2000 in East Fremantle,
Western Australia, at the Braemar nursing home.

Mrs. Peter Donegan (nee Margaret
Hall), late of Carnarvon and Pilot Offi-
cer Murray Wilson were, married in St.
George’s Cathedral, Perth, on July 3.
Pilot-Officer Wilson left for Sydney on
July 12.

Helen Margaret Hall was born at Nurse Killerby’s
Hospital in Busselton, Western Australia3 on 10
July 1915.4 Her parents ( Harold Aubrey Hall5 and
Helen Rose Hall (née Lodge)6 ) were living there at
the time.
She married Peter Innes Donegan7 on 15 September
1936 in St Georges Cathedral in Perth.8 Aubrey
wasn’t there, so Margaret’s mother’s brother

1Family Notices (1941, July 5). The West Australian, p1
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article47151167

WILSON–DONEGAN.—On July 2. 1941 (by
special licence), at St. George’s Cathedral Perth,
by the Rev. Dean Moore, Wiliam Murray
(R.A.A.F.), second son of Mr. and Mrs. J. H.
Wilson, of Shenton Park, to Helen Margaret, sec-
ond daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. Hall, of West
Perth and Carnarvon.“

2“Social and Personal” Northern Times (Carnarvon, WA
: 1905 - 1952) 18 July 1941: 2. Web. 28 Jul 2021 http:
//nla.gov.au/nla.news-article74945340

3Family Notices (1915, July 16). Western Mail (Perth,
WA: 1885 - 1954), p. 23. Retrieved October 30,
2018, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article37428852
“HALL.—On July 10, at Nurse Killerby’s Hospital, Bus-
selton, to Mr. and Mrs. H. Aubrey Hall, of Cossack—a
daughter.”

4Western Australian registry of Births, 1915. Registra-
tion number 39 in the district of Sussex.

5https://hmwilson.archives.org.au/people/
harold-aubrey-hall.html

6https://hmwilson.archives.org.au/people/
helen-rose-lodge.html

7https://hmwilson.archives.org.au/people/
peter-innes-donegan.html

8Western Australian registry of Marriages, 1936. Regis-
tration number 1472 in the district of Perth.

Robert John Lodge9 gave her away.10

The West Australian published the following on 23
September:10

Donegan—Hall
Wedding.
The marriage was solemnised on Tues-

day evening, September 15, at St. Mary’s
Church, Colin-street, West Perth, be-
tween Mr. Peter Donegan, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Ernest Donegan, of Subiaco,
and Miss Margaret Hall, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Aubrey Hall, of Carnarvon.
The Rev. F. Stillwell performed the cer-
emony. The date chosen for the wedding
also marked the celebration of the golden
wedding of the bride’s grandparents, Mr.
and Mrs. T.S. Lodge, of Broome-street,
Cottesloe.

In the absence of her father the bride
was given away by her uncle, Mr. Jack
Lodge, and wore a charming trained frock
of white lace, cut on gracefully simple
lines. Her filmy tulle veil (which had been
worn by her mother on her wedding day)
was held in place with a halo of silver
lame and orange blossom, and she carried
a beautiful bouquet of white plum blos-
som and clematis.

There were three bridesmaids, Misses
Patricia and Judith Donegan, and Joan
Hall Miss Patricia Donegan wore a grace-
ful cape frock of pale coral pink georgette
and carried a posey of pink and mauve
flowers. Misses Judith Donegan and Joan
Hall wore frocks of mauve georgette re-
lieved with deep violet, and carried posies
of violets. Mr. Tom Draper was best man
and Messrs. G. McCausland and F. Mar-
tin were groomsmen.

After the ceremony a small reception
was held at 8 Outram-street, West Perth,
the home of Mrs. Ernest Hall, who wore
a deep blue lace frock. Mrs. A. Hall
(mother of the bride) chose a frock of navy
blue floral georgette and carried a bouquet
of crimson sweet peas. Mrs. Ernest Done-
gan (mother of the bride groom) wore a
saxe blue frock with a matching coat of
blue velvet. Special guests at the recep-
tion were Mr. and Mrs. T. S. Lodge (the

9https://hmwilson.archives.org.au/people/
robert-john-lodge.html

10Donegan—Hall Wedding. (1936, September 23).
The West Australian (Perth, WA: 1879–1954), p. 4.
Retrieved May 8, 2019, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.
news-article40961560
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grandparents of the bride) whose toasts
were honoured with those of the bride
and bridegroom. Later in the evening the
bride and bridegroom left by motor car for
their honeymoon, the bride travelling in a
smart ensemble in two shades of blue.

They had one daughter, in 1938.11 Peter died in
1939 in an aviation accident.
She remarried on 2 July 194112 to William Murray
Wilson13

(also in St George’s Cathedral12), with whom she
had two sons.
Lived at 8 Outram Street in West Perth for nine
years (including WW2) with Judy.14 She rented
the house from her father’s cousin Ernest Hall.
She died on 21 February 2000 in East Fremantle,
Western Australia, at the Braemar nursing home,
and her ashes were interred in Murray’s grave at
Karrakatta.

Related items (52)
Item 127: Helen Hall with (probably)
Margaret and Constance
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1915
Description:

Item 54: Helen Hall with Constance
and Margaret, c.1915
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1915
Description:

Item 122: Helen Hall with her two
daughters
Type: Photograph

11Family Notices (1938, March 15). The Advertiser (Ade-
laide, SA: 1931–1954), p. 14. Retrieved October 31,
2018, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article74218032
“DONEGAN.—To Mr. and Mrs. Peter Donegan,
Prospect—a daughter, at Berklea Hospital, Prospect.”

12Family Notices (1941, July 5). The West Aus-
tralian (Perth, WA), p. 1. Retrieved October 30,
2018, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article47151167
“WILSON–DONEGAN.—On July 2. 1941 (by special li-
cence), at St. George’s Cathedral Perth, by the Rev. Dean
Moore, William Murray (R.A.A.F.), second son of Mr. and
Mrs. J. H. Wilson, of Shenton Park, to Helen Margaret, sec-
ond daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. Hall, of West Perth and
Carnarvon.

13https://hmwilson.archives.org.au/people/
william-murray-wilson.html

14Photo of 8 Outram Street with inscription by Mar-
garet Wilson. https://hmwilson.archives.org.au/items/
99.html

Date: 1915
Description: Helen Hall with her daughters Mar-
garet and Constance, in 1915.

Item 82: Helen Hall with her daugh-
ters Constance and Margaret
Type: Photograph
Date: 1915
Description:

Item 81: Constance Hall with her sis-
ter Margaret
Type: Photograph
Date: 1915 August 29 Sunday
Description: Constance Hall aged three years
holding her new sister Margaret, at their grand-
parents’ house in Busselton, Western Australia.

Item 79: Joan and Margaret with a
dog at Mt Satirist
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1919
Description:

Item 157: Margaret and Joan at Cos-
sack with cats
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1920
Description: Sisters Margaret and Joan Hall
with their cats, at Cossack, Western Australia.

Item 93: Constance, Joan, and Mar-
garet at Sherlock Station
Type: Photograph
Date: 1920 November
Description: Photo of the three Hall sisters as
children, at Sherlock Station in Western Australia.
Photo lent to Sam Wilson by Judith Hall, 2019.

Item 161: Children at Sherlock Sta-
tion (original)
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1921
Description: Constance, Margaret, and Joan
Hall with their cousin Reg Hall, at Sherock Sta-
tion, Western Australia.
Item number 156 is photographic copy of this print.
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Item 156: Children at Sherlock Sta-
tion (copy)
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1921
Description: Constance, Margaret, and Joan
Hall with their cousin Reg Hall, at Sherock Sta-
tion, Western Australia.
This is a photographic copy of an earlier print,
which is also in the collection (item number 161).

Item 174: Margaret Hall canoeing in
Carnarvon
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1925
Description: Margaret Hall canoeing in Carnar-
von, Western Australia, in the 1920s.

Item 40: Margaret and Joan at Mt
Satirist
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1925
Description: Margaret and Joan Hall at Mt
Satirist Station, Western Australia.

Item 77: Carnarvon Presentation
Convent School, 1927–28
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1927
Description: School class photograph from the
Catholic school in Carnarvon, Western Australia.

Transcription Presentation Convent - Carnar-
von
Row 1: George Fane; Len Fenner; Williams; Paddy
Williams; Theo Hall; John Marmion; Harry Green
(wonka); Noel Glass; Don Willesee; Eddie Ward;
Jack Williams; Bill Marmion; Jack Knuckey dec.;
Billy Thomas; Ken Quan Sing.
Row 2: Mary Rogers; Adeline Aakins; Dorothy
Fletcher; Gwyn Hall; Valerie Jenner; Mary King;
Minnie Morgan; [illegible]; Beryl Kopke; Joy
Loudin; Sally Bird; Margaret Baston; Connie Hall;
Alma Morgan; Millicent Glen; Mavis Morgan;
Mary Lefroy; Olga Loudin; Maude Davis.
Row 3: Patsy Lowrey; ? Ryan; Emily Stoneham;
Lotus Lamond; Ruth Baston; Norah Parry; Amy
Fletcher; Janet Seaton; Thelma Daulley; Roslyn
Glen; Gladys Seater; (Clare) Bonnie Anges; Lesley
King; Margaret Hall; Pam Hoston; Julia Louden;
Eileen Halden; Sideral Quam Sing; Biddy Fane;
Betty Rogers.

Row 4: Addy Thornett; Gethin Genus; May Fen-
ner; Bonnie Hes; Valerie Lamond; Ollie Morgan;
Patty King; Vivienne Angelo; Thetis Glaris; Agnes
King; Margaret Marmion; Bridget Fane.
Row 5: Colin Clark; Donald Fleming; Len Camp-
bell; Reg Hall; Rex Hammond; Selmyn Clark; Dong
Williams; Alec Fleming; Winston Quan King; Ge-
off Holden; John Holden; Terrence Ryan.
Williams: Jack, Paddy, Doug.

Item 106: Constance, Joan, and Mar-
garet on a nor-west passenger ship
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1927
Description: The Hall girls on a north-west vessel
in probably the late 1920s.

Item 235: Margaret outside the Skip-
worths’, Carnarvon
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1930
Description: Margaret Hall in Carnarvon, West-
ern Australia, outside the Skipworth family house.

Item 8: Ruth Hammond and Mar-
garet Hall in Carnarvon with a horse
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1930
Description:

Item 25: Margaret in the bush
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1930
Description: Possibly Margaret, in the bush
probably in Western Australia. No inscription on
back.

Item 18: Margaret standing near win-
dow (tiny print)
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1930
Description:

Item 34: Constance, Margaret, and
Joan with dogs in Carnarvon
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1930
Description:
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Item 16: The "boy" looking coy
Type: Photograph
Date: 1932 September
Description:

Item 12: Margaret Hall, September
1932
Type: Photograph
Date: 1932 September
Description:

Item 109: Margaret, Christmas 1932
Type: Photograph
Date: 1932 December 25 Sunday
Description: Margaret Hall on Christmas Day in
1932, probably in Perth.

Item 234: Margaret Hall, Carnarvon,
aged 18 or 19
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1933
Description: Margaret Hall in Carnarvon, aged
18 or 19.

Item 17: Margaret and two unknown
women
Type: Photo
Date: c. 1935
Description:

Item 21: Margaret at Prospect Street
in Adelaide
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1935
Description: Margaret Donegan in Adelaide.

Item 107: Margaret and Peter Done-
gan
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1935
Description: Helen Margaret Donegan (née Hall)
and her husband Peter Donegan, in the 1930s.

Item 104: Margaret Hall with her ca-
noe
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1935

Description: Margaret Hall with her canoe, prob-
ably in Carnarvon, Western Australia.

Item 167: Letter from Aubrey Hall to
Margaret Hall
Type: Manuscript
Date: 1935 December 25 Wednesday
Description:

Transcription

Miss Margaret Hall
c/o T.S. Lodge Esq
130 Broome Street
Cottesloe.
Postmark: CARNARVON W.A. 27 DE 35

Yaringa South
Christmas Day /35
My dear Margaret,
Festivities in full swing here. I came in yesterday
evening, had been out for ten days.
Seventeen here for dinner, Yaringas, Woodleighs,
and Hamelin Pools, also [?Johns], Val and their
mother.
Hope you are having a decent time, probably hotter
in Perth than in Carnarvon.
Very hot here in the back paddocks, cannot shift
sheep in the afternoon [?] when they keep getting
under the shade.
Don’t rush about too much, change and rest is what
you need, not rush and excitement. Hope you will
see Aunt Joy, Lou, Edith and Mrs Gillam.
Have you seen or heard of Norman Watson or seen
anything of Hedly?
I do hope and pray Gag is home and making good

recover from this last carbuncle & that the prompt
medical and surgical treatment in this case will
end the scurge. Mother sent me a parcel of [?head
Bays] and I wired her for, per Mrs Lammond & I
was hoping for news of Gag, but she did not write,
so I only know up to when Gag had just gone to
the hospital with Mr Scott.
I shall be glad if there is no [?worry] for a while
after I finish here, have now had thirteen weeks
continuous shearing [?]. Had two smacks in my left
eye from scrub, my [?horses] just about turn off me
in the scrub & my horse came down with [?] [?]. It
is [?] that [?Carnamagh], [?], [?], in all 15 [?flatinis]
are putting up £500 each, trying. [?] [?] opening [?]
transport it will be a hard thing for your [?father].
With love and fond wishes and hoping for your safe
return. Your affectionate
Dad—
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Item 105: Bride and bridesmaids at
Margaret and Peter’s wedding
Type: Photograph
Date: 1936 September 15 Tuesday
Description: Margaret Donegan with her brides-
maids (Judy Bond, Pat Tozer, and Joan Salom)
at her and Peter’s wedding in Perth, Western Aus-
tralia.

Item 168: Letter from Aubrey Hall to
Margaret in Prospect
Type: Manuscript
Date: 1937 August 6 Friday
Description: A letter from Aubrey Hall to his
daughter Margaret in Adelaide.

Item 14: Margaret Donegan in 1939
or 1940
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1939
Description:

Item 154: Murray and Margaret Wil-
son
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1940
Description: Murray and Margaret Wilson, some
time around 1940.
The image improvement was done by Josh Wilson.

Item 20: Murray and Margaret Wil-
son at a ball with friends
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1940
Description: Margaret and Murray, Milton and
Hazel, and Milton’s parents, at a ball probably in
Perth.

Item 75: Margaret at Edith Wilson’s
house
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1940
Description:

Item 100: Margaret Wilson sailing at
Safety Bay
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1940

Description: Margaret Wilson sailing at Safety
Bay, Western Australia.

Item 238: Margaret and Judy, in long
grass
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1940
Description:

Item 108: Hazel Harrison and Mar-
garet Wilson on a jetty
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1940
Description: Hazel Harrison and Margaret Wil-
son on a jetty in Australia.

Item 110: Margaret Wilson, c.1942
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1942
Description: Photo of Margaret Wilson, sent to
her husband Murray Wilson while he was stationed
in England during the war.
The inscription reads “406376 Sgt. Pilot W.M. Wil-
son R.A.F. c/- Records Office Gloucester. England.
Murray’s favourite.”

Item 13: Margaret Wilson, hat and
weatherboards
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1945
Description:

Item 315: Letter of three days from
Murray Wilson to Margaret, starting
1945-10-26
Type: letter
Date: 1945 October
Description: A letter of three parts, written in
October and November 1954 by Murray Wilson to
his wife Margaret.

Transcription

406376 F/Lt W.M. Wilson
Group 679 RAAF Pacific
Friday 26th Oct 45.
My Own Beloved,
Tomorrow we leave Tokyo my sweet & I must say
I’m very glad of it. We’re only going as far as Ka-
maya, right in the south of Japan then the next
day will go to Lasag, stopping at Okinawa on the
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way & then the following day we hope to get to
Lahnan. Gosh it will be good to get back there &
get some mail darling. That’s the big thing about
getting away from here — oh I do want a letter or
two from my wife so badly beloved & in just a few
days I’ll have some. It’s such a good thought.
This trip has been good that it’s let us see a bit of
Japan & get some idea of how the surrender is going
& also get an idea of how the people here [?] it all.
This place we’ve been staying at has been great for
getting different ?? from the ?? & then last night
we spoke for a long time with a Jap who was very
good on his English & we get this idea. All most
interesting.
Yesterday I got a few back copies of the “Nippon
Times” & I think I’ll post them home from Laboun.
There’s lots of interesting

—– Page break —–
2
reading in them & perhaps we can peruse them at
leisure together later on. I’d rather post them than
carry them as I don’t want to have too much to
take with me on the trip home.
This afternoon we had quite a good trip to Yoka-
hama — it’s about fifteen or twenty miles south of
Tokyo but really the two cities run into each other.
The damage is truly amazing. All the way it’s just
one great ?? of burnt ?? land — one can’t say
burnt out buildings as there aren’t any shells left
— every thing is flat on the ground, just a litter
of rusting iron. Here & there of course there are
parts that escaped but they are very few. The out-
standing thing I thought was the number of office
safes there are just standing in the open. They’re
all that’s left of hudnreds of buildings & offices &
factories — they’re rusty & all broken open, but
they still stand there as a reminder that once that
place was a building. I didn’t realise before that a
city had so many safes before. The thing is that all
of these buildings were just wood & iron. The tale
that Tokya would burn well was very true.

—– Page break —–
3
While at Yokahama we found an American officers

Item 233: 1945-11 Telegrams re Mur-
ray’s return

Type:
Date: 1945 November
Description: Six telegrams written to Margaret
Wilson from her husband Murray on his return to
Australia from Japan in 1945, and a couple from
other people as well.

Item 316: 1945-11-06 Murray Wilson
to Margaret
Type: letter
Date: 1945 November 6 Tuesday
Description:

Item 279: Telegram to Aubrey Hall re
Archdeacon’s health
Type: telegram
Date: 1946 January 10 Thursday
Description: Telegram from Margaret Wilson
to her father Aubrey Hall, regarding (presumably)
Henry Wood Simpson who was Archdeacon at Roe-
bourne until his death in 1946.

Transcription

Office of Origin: Hay St West Perth
No of Words: 25
Time of lodgement: 1 PM
Aubrey Hall
Woopenatty
Arrino
Already inquired and written you regarding
archdeacon his condition statisfactory is comfort-
able and having visitors hospital advises anxiety
unncessary
Love
Margaret
2.20

Item 226: Letter, Aubrey Hall to
Margaret Hall, 1947-07-31
Type: Manuscript
Date: 1947 July 31 Thursday
Description: A letter from Aubrey Hall to
his daughter Margaret, regarding his grandfather
George Lazenby.
SLWA b1907787

Item 66: Constance, Joan, and Mar-
garet at Joan’s wedding, 1960
Type: Photograph
Date: 1960 September
Description: The three sisters at Joan’s wedding.
Item 101 is a duplicate of this.

Item 101: Constance, Joan, and Mar-
garet at Joan’s wedding
Type: Photograph
Date: 1960 September
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Description: The three sisters at Joan’s wedding.
This is a duplicate of Item 66.

Item 90: East Perth Cemeteries, pio-
neers service, 1969
Type: Photograph
Date: 1969
Description: Photo of people milling around at a
pioneers’ service at East Perth Cemeteries in 1969.

Item 80: Envelope containing three
photos
Type: ArchiveComponent
Date: c. 1970
Description: An envelope describing its contents
of three photos of Helen Hall and her daughters.
Inscription:

2 photos Helen Hall, Constance & in-
fant Margaret. Constance holding infant
Margaret 1915 Busselton HAH. Margaret,
Joan, Constance, Sherlock Station 1923.
The three photos actually inside appear
to be different ones.

Sub-items: 82 (p.3), 81 (p.3), 79 (p.3).

Item 22: Daughters of Pioneers
Type: Article
Date: 1977 January 20 Thursday
Description:

Transcription

Item 26: Rae Hussey, Margaret Wil-
son, Adele’s husband Jim, and Joan
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1985
Description: Photo of Rae, Margaret, Jim, and
Joan.

Item 24: Margaret, Constance, and
Joan c.1990
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1990
Description: A duplicate print of Item 2315.

Item 23: Marg, Con, and Joan c.1990
Type: Photograph
Date: c. 1990

1523.html

Description: A duplicate print of Item 2416.

1624.html
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